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2 Cor. 2, 14. 15. 


There was war between Israel and Syria, and do what he would, 
every move of Benhadad, the king of Syria, and all that he planned, 
was immediately reported to the king of Israel. At first the king 
of Syria suspected one of his generals, but he was told that Elisha, 
the prophet of Israel, revealed to his king all the secrets of the king 
of Syria. Then did Benhadad declare with a thundering impreca- 
tion that he would have the head of Elisha. He sent an army to 
Dothan to take Elisha captive. When the servant of Elisha saw the 
horsemen and the chariots Benhadad had sent, he became alarmed 
and cried out: “Alas, my master, how shall we do?” But Elisha, 
never for a moment losing his composure, said to his servant: “Fear 
not; for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.” 
2 Kings 6, 16. 

How was it possible for Elisha to remain perfectly composed and 
undismayed? The very next verse explains the whole matter by tell- 
ing us that Elisha saw something which his servant did not see. The 
prophet, therefore, prayed to the Lord that the servant’s eyes might 
also be opened, so that he might see what Elisha saw, and when God 
bestowed spiritual sight upon the servant, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots round about Elisha. He then also saw 
that those who were with Elisha were more than those who were 
with the Syrians. 

What happened there at Dothan is a picture of something that 
happens every day— some see only what their bodily eyes behold, 
and some see so much more. Some have no more than physical sight, 
and some have spiritual vision. Those among men who have mere 
physical sight like poor brute beasts see very little more than what 
the cattle of the field see. But there are others; there are those to 


8 


114 Ordination Sermon. 


whom God gives vision, and they see more than the cattle see. They 
see the spiritual realities. They have the vision of St. Paul, who 
said: “We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.” 2 Cor. 4, 18. To go 
through life without this spiritual sight is the greatest misfortune, 
calamity, and curse which can befall a human being. Better be 
blind from your birth and have spiritual vision than to see without 
the aid of glasses with your physical eyes during your entire life, 
and never behold the things that are not seen, which are eternal! 
For the blindness of unbelief is delighted and entertained for 
a moment with the baubles and bubbles of this earth, which come 
and go, rise and fall, — while it fails to see the true gold of eternity, 
the true riches, the inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
fadeth not away. 

I speak of this because it is so important for this occasion. If 
an unbeliever is here present, our whole undertaking and ceremony 
will seem to him in part unreasonable, in part sad and distressing, 
in part ridiculous. He will say to himself, What is there to celebrate 
and sing? Here is but a young man who has chosen a profession 
and intends to follow it. Perhaps he has not even chosen the pro- 
fession for which he is best fitted. As yet he has accomplished 
nothing. Let him wait with his celebration till he finds out whether 
his venture will be successful or not, whether it will terminate 
happily or in bitter disappointment and misfortune. Another may 
say, This is not a glad occasion, this is a sad occasion. This young 
man is to go far away from home, far away from his loved ones, 
into a dangerous climate, among people of habits and customs wholly 
different from ours. Our own country is, after all, the best country 
on this earth and offers the most valuable opportunities to our young 
men, and many are pleading to be brought here to this country, 
begging to be permitted to live here, how foolish for any one to 
leave it and go elsewhere! 

If we had no other sight than the sight of the unbeliever, we 
would judge as he judges. But thanks be unto God for having 
given us the vision of His Holy Spirit, and therefore we are to-night 
celebrating a service of triumph and of thanksgiving. To-night we 
all repeat the words of our text: “Now, thanks be unto God, which 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ and maketh manifest the 
savor of His knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God 
a sweet savor of Christ in them that are saved and in them that 
perish.” 

And that we may all join in this service of thanksgiving and 
triumph and joy and gladness, — the young missionary who is to go 
forth, his grandparents and relatives, his fellow-Christians, and his 
brethren in office, — let us attend to these words of our text, which 
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call attention to those things which the eyes of the body do not see, 
but which must be seen by the eyes of faith if we are to triumph 
and our hearts are to be filled with thanksgiving and joy. Enlight- 
ened and guided, therefore, by these words of our text, let us now 
speak of that which they present to us: — 


THE VISION OF THE MISSIONARY. 
1. He sees Christ triumphing in us. 
2. He sees Christ triumphing through us. 


1. 

St. Paul in our text gives thanks to God for the triumph of 
Christ in the Christians.* 

We often say and teach that the Son of God came into the 
world to suffer and to die, to humble Himself and to become obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. But His work did not end 
there; that was only part of His journey. Suffering and humiliation 
was not His final purpose. He came not to remain in suffering and 
death, but to triumph gloriously. Even the prophets of the Old 
Testament have spoken of this triumph of the Messiah. Isaiah says: 
“He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied.” 
“T will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the 
spoil with the strong.” 

’Way back in remote antiquity, more than three thousand years 
ago, when the Jews left Egypt and were wandering in the wilderness 
and came to the land of Moab, and the king of Moab, Balak, called 
upon Balaam to curse them, Balaam fully intended to curse the 
people, but as he looked down from a high hill and saw the tents 
and the Tabernacle of the children of Israel in the valleys, God gave 
him a spiritual vision, and he saw what the eyes of flesh could not 
see: he saw One rising out of Israel, and he declared: “He hath 
said which heard the words of God and knew the knowledge of the 
Most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into 
a trance, but having his eyes open: I shall see Him, but not now; 
I shall behold Him, but not nigh. There shall come a Star out of 
Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel and shall smite the 
corners of Moab and destroy all the children of Sheth.” Num. 24, 
16.17. And Isaiah adds to this picture of triumph this vision, chap. 
54,17: “No weapon that is formed against Thee shall prosper, and 
every tongue that shall rise against Thee in judgment Thou shalt 
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their 
righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord.” 

Oh, enough weapons were formed! How Satan did rage against 
the Lord Jesus! What weapons of deceit, cruelty, and treachery did 


* Without entering upon an exegetical discussion, I have used the 
word So.aufedev in the sense in which it is used by St. Paul Col. 2, 15. 
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he not use! But Jesus always triumphed. We will only speak of 
His missionary triumphs: He won Peter, He won John, He triumphed 
in James, He triumphed in Paul, He triumphed in Timothy, in 
Titus. On He has marched, on, and triumphed — in the beggar, in 
the wise men, in the scholar, in the prince, in the king. He divided 
the portion with the great and the spoil with the strong. Kings and 
princes in all departments of human activity were won. What 
a triumph when He triumphed in Luther and here in our country in 
the fathers, in such men as Walther, Wyneken, Buenger, Keyl, and 
Sihler. Every genuine believer in Jesus Christ is led in the 
triumphal procession of Christ Himself. Our text is taken from 
that picture of the Roman triumph of the victorious general who 
entered Rome leading in triumph all those who were taken captive, 
together with much of their wealth and riches. This is the cause 
of our thanksgiving to-night — because in this young man Christ is 
triumphing. Not only was he won for Christ in true faith, but he 
was won to devote his life that Christ may triumph in others, that 
the triumph of Christ may be extended. What a triumph that is 
for Christ and for His Church when the heart and soul of a human 
being has been won! Who would celebrate a triumph for winning 
a desert? Who wants to set up a rule over a barren waste? And 
what dreadful machinery of death and destruction must be employed 
in order to hold the conquests of war! But what a delightful triumph 
when the soul has been won and the heart has been gained for Christ, 
when it becomes true: “My sheep hear My voice,” and: “Every one 
that is of the truth heareth My voice”! Shall we not say: “Thanks 
be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ”? What 
a triumph for the Church and for missions when we have gained 
a laborer to enter into mission service among the heathen, leave this 
country, home, friends, amid hardships and new studies and new 
difficulties, to serve Christ! Thanks be unto God for leading this 
young man captive in triumph! Thanks be unto God that Christ 
has triumphed in his soul! 

We cannot but think of his ancestors. It is now nearly a hun- 
dred years ago when the fathers of the Missouri Synod entered into 
this our beloved America and began to build here the Church of the 
true confession. And ever since then there has been triumph upon 
triumph added, and even after this long span of time their children 
and children’s children and their great-grandchildren are still serving 
the Lord. Here is a great-grandchild of one of those pioneers. 
“Thanks be unto God which always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ!” 

2. 

But St. Paul mentions another justification for our celebration, 
for our joy, and for our thanksgiving. He says: “Thanks be unto 
God, which ... maketh manifest the savor of His knowledge by us 
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in every place!” We thank God not only because He triumphs in 
us, but also because He triumphs through us. St.Paul here illus- 
trates what he wishes to say by speaking of an odor, a sweet-smelling 
savor. God has given to man the sense of smell, and He has pro- 
vided in His creation odors which are very pleasing. There is the 
odor of the rose, of the violet, of incense. How sweet and gratifying 
to a hungry person is the odor of a savory meal in the preparation! 
God expressly also said that there are some things which are as 
a sweet odor or savor to Him. In the Old Testament He expressly 
demanded that there should be incense burned in His temple, and 
that the high priest was to carry this burning incense into the Holy 
of Holies and have the odor and the cloud of incense fill the place. 
All this was an emblem and a figure to show that there are some 
things which are very acceptable and pleasing to God. He delights, 
as it were, to smell them. It is pleasing to Him to note that in our 
heart we have faith and confidence in His Word. It is a sweet savor 
to Him to recognize the love which a Christian who believes in 
a crucified Savior feels for his God. It is extremely agreeable to 
Him and grateful to have those who believe in Him speak of Him 
and make known His praises. It is for this very purpose that He 
has chosen them out of the world, even as the Apostle Peter tells us: 
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people that ye should show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 1 Pet. 2, 9. 
Here in our text St. Paul speaks of this and says that through the 
Christians’ proclamation of the virtues of Christ there is spread abroad 
the knowledge of God’s goodness as a sweet-smelling savor to God. 

All things on this earth have been created for the glory of God. 
Ps. 19,1. But man, through his darkened mind and through the cor- 
ruption of his heart, does not perceive the glory of God; his vision 
is carnal, and all his lusts are carnal; he falls in love with the 
creature and forgets the Creator, for whose praise and for whose 
glory the creature was created. But now comes the Gospel of Christ 
and proclaims God’s glory. This must always be also our foremost 
desire, that God be glorified; therefore we have this as the very 
first petition in the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed be Thy name.” 
Nothing so disgraces God, nothing brings more contempt upon His 
holy name, than false doctrine. False religious teaching slanders 
God. True religious teaching is the highest praise of God. Where 
the truth of the Bible is preached and proclaimed, and God is spoken 
of as the wise and wonderful Creator, the Giver of every good gift, 
the Source of every blessing, where the Lord Jesus is lifted up as 
the Redeemer of the world, as the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world, as the only Savior of man, and the Holy 
Spirit is given right of way, that His Word may be proclaimed, — 
there God is glorified as He wishes to be glorified. And that is our 
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joy, that this evening we are ordaining and commissioning another 
one who is to go forth and glorify God where disgrace and contempt 
have been heaped upon God. 

If one would say, You do not know as yet what will be accom- 
plished, he must be told that we have the promises of God, and we 
know what they will accomplish. We Christians know all about the 
future, — as far as it is good for us to know it; we wish to know no 
more. The Word which this young man will preach will not return 
void. It will accomplish that which pleases God, and it will prosper 
in the thing whereto He has sent it. ”Tis true, he will have enemies 
and discouragements. Remember, my young brother, you will be in 
peril not only in the sea and among the heathen, but you will be in 
peril also among false brethren. Satan will lay snares for you, he 
will suggest discouragements; you will taste very deeply that you 
are “not sufficient of yourself,” that “with might of ours can naught 
be done.” Indeed, you will by and by discover that you are de- 
creasing instead of increasing. But cling to the promises of God; 
pray God that He may give you and sustain for you and preserve 
in you the sight which sees the unseen; and though you labor and 
seem to be burying your labors and the fruits thereof in the ground, 
you should sing over their very graves: “O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and the 
strength of sin is the Law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 15, 55—57. 

Remember that God has given His Church the promise: “No 
weapon that is formed against Thee shall prosper, and every tongue 
that shall rise against Thee in judgment Thou shalt condemn.” 
Is. 54,17. “Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither 
is there any divination against Israel; according to this time it 
shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought! 
Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion and lift up himself as 
a young lion; he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey and 
drink the blood of the slain.” Num. 23, 23. 24. 


Zion stands with hills surrounded, 

Zion, kept by pow’r divine; 

All her foes shall be confounded, 

Though the world in arms combine, 
Happy Zion, 

What a happy lot is thine! 


In the furnace God may prove thee, 
Thence to bring thee forth more bright, 
But can never cease to love thee; 
Thou art precious in His sight. 

God is with thee, 
God, thine everlasting Light. 


Remember that we walk by faith and not by sight. 2 Cor. 5,7. 
Is this not cause for thanksgiving and joy to know that you are 
going forth,—won for Christ, loving Christ, a disciple of Christ, 
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an ambassador of Christ, — and that you are furnished with that 
means which converted Saul and Luther and Timothy and Titus 
and the keeper of the prison at Philippi, and Tabitha and Lydia, 
and millions of others? And you have the guarantee of the Triune 
God that your work shall not be in vain. Indeed, even where men 
turn from your message and reward you with enmity and hatred and 
bitter opposition, even there your patient preaching and your firm 
continuance in the work of God shall be a sweet savor unto the Lord, 
even as He says: “For we are unto God a sweet savor unto Christ 
in them that are saved and in them that perish.” When you fail to 
bring in this or that soul, remember that the Lord Jesus did not win 
Pilate nor Caiaphas, nor the leaders of the people. And if Leo X 
did speak of Luther as that drunken German and Charles V declared, 
“That monk shall never convert me,” what of it? Luther’s preaching 
was to God a sweet savor nevertheless. 

If you behold sights here upon earth which are discouraging, 
circumstances and surroundings which are disheartening, close the 
eyes of the body and pray God to give you the light of the spirit 
and the vision of eternity and of Christian faith, and remember that 
it is not reason and eyesight of the body that gives us the victory, 
but that it is “our faith which overcometh the world.” 

Do not go forth with rosy expectations of immediate great 
visible results; that would be inviting bitter disappointments. What 
you see and hear and experience may then soon overwhelm you with 
discouragement and desperation. No, the battle will be fierce. We 
can hardly paint the picture of tribulation, sorrow, and contest in 
too lurid a color. Think but of what Jesus suffered, and that He 
said: “The disciple is not above his master.’ Think of the suffer- 
ings of Paul and of the martyrs. But your victory, as you cling to 
Jesus, your Captain, is assured. We have not the least doubt con- 
cerning the outcome of God’s Word and God’s Church. Learn to 
say with St. Paul in the days of trouble: “We are troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; perse- 
cuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” 2 Cor. 
4,8.9. And continue to labor on, to fight, and to struggle, to preach 
and to testify, in all things proving yourself as the minister of God. 
“But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God — in 
much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, 
in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in fastings, by 
pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the Word of Truth, by the power of 
God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as de- 
ceivers and yet true; as unknown and yet well known; as dying, 
and, behold, we live; as chastened and not killed; as sorrowful, yet 
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alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing 
and yet possessing all things.” 2 Cor. 6,4—10. 

It is but a little while, and our day’s work shall be done. One 
by one the baubles and bubbles of this earth shall burst and vanish. 
The kingdoms of this earth shall fall, crowns shall perish, thrones 
shall totter and tumble. Then will Christ appear to bestow His 
eternal crown and His everlasting kingdom upon those in whom He 
triumphs here on this earth. Oh, may God give you the vision of 
a missionary! May He lead you to see, and every day to see again, 
what the Word of God paints for you! Indeed, let us all join with 
our hearts in the words of St. Paul here in our text: “Thanks be 
unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ and maketh 
manifest the savor of His knowledge by us in every place. For we 
are unto God a sweet savor of Christ in them that are saved and 
in them that perish.” 

Rise, crowned with light, imperial Salem, rise! 
Exalt thy towering head and lift thine eyes; 


See heaven its sparkling portals wide display 
And break upon thee in a flood of day. 


See a long race thy spacious court adorn; 
See future sons and daughters yet unborn 
In crowding ranks on every side arise, 
Demanding life, impatient for the skies. 


See barbarous nations at thy gates attend, 

Walk in the light and in thy temple bend; 

See thy bright altars thronged with prostrate kings, 
While every land its joyful tribute brings. 


The seas shall waste, the skies to smoke decay, 
Rocks fall to dust, and mountains melt away; 
But fixed this Word, this saving power, remains; 
Thy realms shall last, thy own Messiah reigns! 
S. 


— 0 


Dispofitionen über die neue epiftolifche Perifopenreihe der 
Synodalfonferenz. 


Epiftel am Sonntag Judica. 
Eph. 2, 1—10. 
Unfer Text redet von der Belehrung. Wichtiges Thema für jeden 


Menjdhen. Wer nicht befehrt ift, fann nicht felig werden. ob. 8, 5: 
7&8 fet denn” uf. Handeln wir darum heute 


Von der Befehrung. 
1. Was ijt Befehrung? 
Unfer Text befchreibt zunächft den Buftand des Menjden vor 
feiner Belehrung. 8.1: „tot.“ Nicht was das natürliche Leben be- 
trifft (der Menjh fann fic) regen und bewegen, hat Berftand und 
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Willen, fann wählen, tas er heute tun will ufw.), fondern geiftlich tot. 
Kein Fiinkein geiftlicden Lebens. Erftorben wie ein Leichnam. Ein 
geiftlih Toter vermag in geiftlihen Dingen nichts, fann nidts Gutes 
denken, reden, tun. Won der Vollfommenheit im Paradies ift nichts 
mehr übriggeblieben, aud) nicht ein Keim wie in einem Gamenforn. 
Alles tot. 

Der Verftand ift verfinitert. „Der natürliche Menjch ver- 
nimmt nidts” uf. 1 Nor. 2,145 Rob. 1,5. Lied 8,2: „Unfer 
Wiffen und Verjtand“ uf. Eine fchredlichere Finiternis als die 
äghptifche. Da fann man ICfum, den Heiland, nicht fehen, den Weg 
gum Himmel nicht finden und tappt fchlieglich in äußerfter Finjternis. 

Des Menfhen Wille ijt nur bss, 1 Mof. 6,5; Feindfchaft wider 
Gott, Rom. 8,7, die auch bei ehrbaren, tugendhaften Menfdjen offenbar 
twird, wenn Gottes Wort an fie herantritt. Kein Vermögen zum Guten. 
Was die Welt noch als herrliche Tugenden und gute Taten eines Un- 
befehrten rithmt, taugt nichts in Gottes Augen. Der böfe Wille bricht 
aus in Worten und Werfen. B.3: „taten den Willen des Fleifches und 
der Vernunft”. 3.1: „tot durch Übertretungen und Sünden“. 83.2: 
„In melden ihr mweiland gewandelt habt nach dem Lauf diefer Welt 
und nach dem Füriten, der in der Luft herrfdet.” Der Teufel hat fein 
Werk in den Kindern des Unglaubens. Gie find Sflaven, Giinden- 
tnechte. Satan ftürzt fie in Schanden und Lajter. 

Folge: 8.3: „Kinder des Borns von Natur.” Gott ift nicht 
ein Gott, dem gottlos Wefen gefällt. Co entbrennt Gottes Born 
über fie. Verdammt! Trauriger Zuftand! Sollte auch nur ein ein 
iger unter und noch unbefehrt fein: Eile, errette deine Geele! 

Was ift nun die Belehrung? Nicht ein Bupfampf, den 
der Mensch durchfämpfen muß und wobei er bleibt, wie er ift; nicht ein 
Ablafjen von etlichen groben Sünden, daß man aufhört zu fluchen, zu 
ftehlen, zu Huren uftv.; fondern Veränderung des ganzen Zuftandes des 
Menichen. 

a. Verfebung aus dem geiftliden Todin das geiit- 
Yihe Leben. 8.5: „Iebendig gemadt“. 2. 6: „auferwedet“. 
Kol.2,12: „auferftanden durch den Glauben“. 1%05.3,14: „aus 
dem Tode in das Leben fommen“. 

b. Neufhöpfung. 8.10: „Wir find fein Werk, gefchaffen in 
Chrifto XEfu.” 2 Kor.5,17: „eine neue Kreatur”. oh. 3,5: „ger 
boren aus dem Waffer und Geift”. 1 Yoh.5,4: „bon Gott geboren“. 
Xn der Belehrung wird da3 geiftliche Leben, der Glaube, im Menfden 
gefdaffen, Hineingeboren. Befehrung ift Anzündung, Schenfung des 
Glaubens, Verfebung aus dem Stand des Unglaubens in den Stand des 
Glaubens, dak der Menjch nun anfängt, feine Buverficht auf Chriftum 
zu feben. Kol. 2, 12: „auferjtanden durch den Glauben”. Apoft. 
11,21: „ward gläubig und befehrte fich”. Gelige Stunde der Geburt! 
Kit fchon die Teibliche Geburt ein freudiges Ereignis, ipieviel mehr die 
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geiftliche. An die Stunde denkt der Chrift oft mit Dank. Der Himmel 
hat fich aufgetan über ifm. Er ift nun verjeßt in das Reich Gottes. 
Kol. 1, 12. 13: „errettet von der Obrigkeit der Finiternis und ver- 
feßt“ ujm. Apoft. 26, 18: „befehrt von der Gewalt de3 Satan zu 
Gott“. Gein Verftand ijt erleuchtet. „Ihr waret weiland Finfternis, 
nun aber” ufm., Eph. 5,8. Der Chrift denkt, redet, urteilt und handelt 
anders al3 vorher; fat einen neuen Willen. Nicht daß er nun voll- 
fommen tpäre, aber der neue Menfch überwindet immer wieder das alte 
Fleifh. Er ift nun verfebt aus dem Stand des Bornes in den Stand 
der Gnade. 8.5: „felig geworden“. 3.6: „in das himmlifde Wefen 
berfebt”. Gemeinfhaft mit Chrijto. 93.7: „auf daß er ergeigete den 
überfchwenglidden Reichtum feiner Gnade“. Durch feine Güte mill uns 
Gott unausfpredlic) glüdlid maden. 1 Betr. 2,10: „meiland nicht 
in Gnaden, nun aber in Gnaden“. Gliicfeliger Zuftand! Rind Got- 
te3, Erbe der Geligfeit. Leben in feinem Reiche. 


2. Wie fommt die Belehrung zujtande? 

Nicht Menjchenmwerf. Dritter Artikel: „nicht aus eigener Vernunft 
nocd) Kraft“. Somenig der Menfch zu feiner leiblichen Geburt mit- 
helfen fann, ebenfowenig zu feiner geiftlicjen Geburt. Cin Toter fann 
fih nicht felbjt lebendig machen. Lazarus. Kein Keim im Menfchen. 
Gott fhenft nicht etwa Kräfte, die der Menjch nun gebrauchen und mit 
denen er fich dann befehren müßte. Der Menfeh fann aber auch nicht 
etiva das Werk, das Gott angefangen hat, vollenden. Gott führt nicht 
bloß bi3 an den Scheidetweg, wirft nicht bloß die Möglichkeit der Beleh- 
rung, fondern tut alles in allem. Die Befehrung ijt gänzlich Gottes 
Werf. 3.5: „Er hat uns lebendig gemacht.” 3.10: „Wir find fein 
Werf, gefchaffen“ ufm.; nicht unfer eigen Werk. 3.8: „nit aus 
euch, Gottes Gabe ijt e3”. Das fagt die Schrift an vielen Stellen. 
Ser. 31, 18: ,Befehre du mihl“ 1 Ror. 12, 3: „Niemand fann 
S$Cfum einen HEren heißen ohne durch den Heiligen Geijt.” Kol. 
2, 12: ,auferftanden durd den Glauben, den Gott wirfet“. Bhil. 
2,13: „Gott... wirft beide das Wollen und das VBollbringen.“ Bhil. 
1,6: „Der in euch angefangen hat das gute Werf, der wird’3 auch voll- 
führen.“ Ried 287, 3—5: „Daß ich nun bin befehrt, Haft du allein 
verrichtet” ufm. 

Wohl fagt die Schrift manchmal, dak die Menjhen fich bez 
fehren. Apoft. 26,18. Lied 220,1. Aber fo fagt man auch bon einem 
Schiff, daß es fich dreht, während der Steuermann e3 ift, der es dreht. 
Wohl fordert Gott die Menfdjen auf, fich zu befehren, aber daraus fann 
man nicht fchließen, daß die Befehrung des Menfchen Werk ijt. Andem 
Gott dem Menfhen guruft: VBefehre dich! will er felbjt die Belehrung 
wirfen. 

Die Belehrung gefdieht durd) dag Epangelium, durg die 
Predigt, durch Vibellefen. Rim. 10,17: „So fommt der Glaube aus 
der Predigt.“ Dal. 1,18: „gezeugt . . . durch das Wort der Wahr 
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heit“. 1 Betr. 1, 23: „wiederum geboren ... . aus dem lebendigen 
Wort Gottes“. Yoh. 3,5: „geboren aus dem Waffer und Geift“. 
Zaufe. — Gott zwingt die Menjchen nicht zur Belehrung, toh! aber 
steht, lodt und reizt er durchs Evangelium, ftellt den Heiland und den 
Weg zum Leben vor Augen und ertwedt fo Zutrauen zu YEfu. Go wird 
der Menjch befehrt. er. 20, 7: „Du Haft mich überredet.” Rom. 
1,16: „eine Kraft Gottes, die da felig macht’. 

Der Menfch fann feine Belehrung verhindern. Apojt. 7,51: 
nage widerftrebet allegeit.” Matth. 23,37: „Ihr Habt nicht gewollt.” 
Apoft. 13,46: „Nun ihr es aber von euch ftoßet” ufiw. Matth. 22,5: 
„Sie verachteten das.” Wer Gottes Wort gar nicht hört, oder wer e8 
nur äußerlich Hört, aber nicht annimmt, tie fann der befehrt werden? 
Selig: „Wenn ich gelegene Beit habe, mill ich dich her Iaffen rufen“, 
Wpoft. 24,25. Apojt. 7,54: „bilfen die Zähne zufammen”. Pharifäer. 
Kain: „Meine Sünde ijt größer, denn daß fie mir vergeben werden 
fönnte.“ Wenn jemand nicht befehrt wird, ijt es feine eigene Schuld. 
Daraus aber, daß der Menfch feine Befehrung verhindern fann, folgt 
nicht, daß er etiva3 zu feiner Befehrung beitragen fann. Hof. 13,9: 
„Serael, du bringeit dich in Unglüf; denn dein Heil jtehet allein 
bei mir.“ 

Was hat Gott bewogen, den Menfchen zu befehren? Hat er 
ettva3 Gutes am Menden gejehen, ettwa einige gute Werke bor der 
Belehrung? E3 waren feine quten Werfe da. „In meinem Fleifche 
mohnet nichts Gutes.“ Oder hat er borausgefehen, wie der Menjch 
nad) feiner Befehrung würde gottjelig wandeln in guten Werfen? 
Auch das nicht. Dieje Werke des Chriften muß Gott felbft zubereiten, 
G@.10. Die Belehrung ijt nicht ein Lohn zufünftiger Werfe. Der ein= 
zige Grund: 8.4: „rei von Barmherzigfeit, durch feine große 
Liebe, damit er ung geliebt hat“. 8.8: „aus Gnaden”. „&3 ijt das 
ewige Erbarmen!” 

3. Welches find die Früdte der Befehrung? 

Die guten Werke. 8.10: „gefchaffen zu guten Werfen, daß tvir 
darinnen wandeln follen“. Das war Gottes Abficht bei der Befehrung. 
Was find gute Werfe? Der natürliche Menjch vermag fein gott- 
gefalliges Werf zu tun, weil alle wahrhaft guten Werke aus Liebe 
zum Heiland fliegen müffen. Ein fauler Baum fann nicht gute Früchte 
bringen. Alle fheinbar guten Werfe der Ungläubigen taugen nichts 
por Gott. Sobald ein Menfch ein Chrijt wird, fängt er an, gute Werke 
zu tun. Der neue Menfch ijt nicht miipig, dient nicht mehr der Sünde, 
fondern Gott und wird darin immer bölliger. Daß aber ein Chrift 
gute Früchte bringt, hat Gott gewirkt; Gott hat ihn tüchtig gemacht, 
gibt ifm Kraft und Vermögen, ja, hat die Werke zuvor bereitet. 
8.10, noch ehe fich der Menfd) damit befaßt, vor Grundlegung der 
Welt. Eph.1,4: „mie er uns denn erwählet hat, .. . daß wir follten 
fein heilig und unfträflich”. 
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Wie fteht es mit dir? Bijt du befehrt? Gtehft du im lebendigen 
Glauben? Bemeift du deinen Glauben in guten Werfen? Wohl dir! 
Selig bift bul Bift du noch nicht befehrt, dann fehiebe deine Buße nicht 
Yänger auf! Du weißt nicht, wie lange du noc lebft. „Schaffet, daß ihr 
felig werdet... Denn Gott ift’3... Wohlgefallen“, Phil.2, 12.13. 

RER 


Eriter Oftertag. 
Wh oft. 13, 26—41. 

Das größte Freudenfeft der chrijtliden Kirche ift das HOjterfeft. 
Das bezeugen ihre Predigten, Lieder, Gebete. Und eS ijt guter Grund 
zur Freude vorhanden. Mit Recht rufen wir Chriften einander heute 
zu: „Sreöhliche Oftern!” 

Die Auferwelung IEfu Chrifti eine freudenreihe Heilstat. 

1. Denn dadurd hat Gott der Vater fi zu Chrijto 

alg dem Heiland der Welt befannt. 


2. Nun wird uns im Evangelium alles Heil an- 
geboten und gefdentt. 


A 

a. Paulus redet in der Synagoge zu Antiodjien in Pifidien. Zus 
nächft führt er feinen Zuhörern zu Gemüte, wie wunderbar Gott das 
Volt Israel geführt und geleitet hat bis auf David, den Mann nad 
Gottes Herzen. Gott hatte Großes an feinem Volfe im Alten Teita= 
ment getan. Aber die Leitung Gottes im Alten Teftament, die bon 
Macht und Gnade zeugte, hatte ihren Biwek und ihr Ziel in der Er- 
feinung des großen Dapidsjohnes, BECfu, des Heilandes der Welt. 
Und in liebreicher, freundlicher, aber doch erniter Weife erzählt Paulus 
den berfammelten Yuden und Budengenofjen von Chrifto, dem Heiland. 
Dur die Ankunft Pauli und feiner Genoffen fet ihnen von Gott 
das Wort bom Heil in Chrijto gefandt; denn die Juden in Palajtina 
und ihre Oberjten hätten den Davidsfohn nicht als den Meffias an 
erfannt. Suerft ein dunfles Bild: NEfus wird von den Juden in ihrer 
Verblendung veriworfen und unfchuldigeriveife getötet, VW. 26—29. 
Doch auch in diefem jhtwargen Bild findet fic ein Lichtftrahl. Indem 
die Yuden SCjum verurteilten, erfüllten fie die Schrift, V. 27, und 
bollendeten alles, was von Chrifti Leiden gefchrieben mar. Gerade die 
Umftände feiner großen Paffion betweifen VEfum als den in der Schrift 
berheigenen Heiland. Aber ein noch herrlicherer Beweis folgte. 

b. Was hat Gott aber nach diefer außerften Verwerfung SEfu von 
feiten jener Menfchen in Palaftina für eine herrlide Tat verrichtet! 
8.30. Er hat jih gu diefem Allerverachtetiten befannt. Er hat ihn 
dur) die Wuferwedung von den Toten feierlich vor aller Welt als den 
Heiland und Mefjias erflärt und ihr damit fundgetan, dak er mit 
feinem Erlöjungswerf vollftandig gufriedengejtellt fet. Der Stein, den 
die Bauleute verworfen hatten, ijt gum CEdftein getworden. 
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ce. Diefe Beglaubigung IEfu ift gewiß, denn die Auferwedung 
SEfu ift gewiß, V. 31, durd) das Zeugnis der Viinger, VB. 32—37, als 
Erfüllung prophetifdher Verheifung. Die Augenzeugen YEfu waren 
glaubwürdig. Sie waren ehrliche Leute. Sie waren mit IEfu von 
Galilaa hinauf gen Jerufalem gegangen, kannten den SExrrn genau 
und fonnten nicht leicht betrogen werden. Der Tod Chrifti hatte fie in 
jo große Trauer berfebt, daß fie die Freudenbotfhaft von feiner Aufz 
erftehung zuerit gar nicht glauben wollten. Aber durch feine oftmaligen 
Erfdeinungen und durd) die Worte, die er dann redete, und die Werke, 
die er verridtete, benahm der Auferftandene den Züngern alle Furcht 
und Btveifel und bracdite fie gu der fejten Überzeugung, dak er wahr: 
baftig auferftanden fet und lebe. Die Auferwedung Chrifti ijt eine 
durd glaubtwvürdige Augenzeugen beftätigte Hiftorifhe Tatfache. Und 
aud Paulus und feine Mitarbeiter ihresteils trieben diefelbe Predigt 
vie jene Augenzeugen und verfündigten ihren Zuhörern die den Vätern 
gegebene Verheißung, daß namlid) Gott diefe dadurd völlig erfüllt 
habe, daß er KEjum aufertwedt habe. Die Verheifung bom Heil, deren 
Erfüllung durch die Erfcheinung SEfu begann, ijt durch feine Auf: 
erivedung bon den Toten vollitändig geworden. Der lebte Teil der 
Verheifung ijt erfüllt. Gott hat durd) das Ofterwunder der Heils- 
berheipung in Chrijto da3 Siegel aufgedrüdt. SEfus ift durch feine 
Auferwedung als Sohn Gottes ertwiefen. Weil er nach der Verheikung 
Gottes Sohn in Wahrheit war, in dem Heute der Gmwigfeit vom Wefen 
des Vater3 geboren, fo war e3 unmdglid, daß er bom Tode gehalten 
werden follte. Wir tiffen nun ganz geiviß, mer unfer Heiland ift: 
SEefus, der Gottmenfh. Und nad der Verheifung follte der meffia- 
nifhe Gnadenfegen, dem David verheißen, gewiß, ficher, zuverläffig 
fein. Und das bedingt die Auferwedung von den Toten und das Leben 
unfer3 Heilandes. Ohne Chrifti Auferwedung hätten wir feine Heils- 
gewißheit; wir müßten und immer fragen: Sit Gott mit dem Werk 
unfer3 Stellvertreter zufrieden? Sit der göttliche Zorn geftillt, die 
Schuld bezahlt? Nun aber, nach Chrifti Auferwedung, wilfen wir, daß 
Gottes Sohn mirflich unfer Heiland und die Gnade Gottes wahrhaftig 
ertvorben ijt. — Noch ein Schriftwort führt Paulus an als Vetweis der 
Auferwedung SEfu, V.35. Nicht von David die Rede, BV. 36, fondern 
von XEju, B. 37. — So ijt e3 denn gewif, Gott hat Chriftum auf- 
erivect und fomit fic) gu ihm befannt als dem göttlichen Heiland der 
ganzen Giinderivelt. Wahrlich, die Auferwedung JEfu tft eine freuden- 
reiche Heilstat Gottes. 

2. 


a. „Aus der bisher eriwiefenen Auferstehung SEfu folgt nun, daß 
eben durch ihn, der fo einzig al3 der verheigene Mefjias bon Gott bez 
währt worden ift, die meffianiiche Vergebung und Rechtfertigung dar- 
geboten wird, B. 38. 39.” (Meher.) Rim. 4, 25. Dur Chrifti 
Kreugestod ijt, wie vorhin nadjgetviejen wurde, wirklid) Vergebung der 
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Sünden erworben. Chriftus bat nicht nur den Verfud) gemadt, uns 
zu erlöfen, fondern — das betveift feine Wuferftehung — er hat ung 
erloft. Vergebung der Sünden ift als bleibendes, ficeres Gut vor- 
handen und wird nun im Cbangelium allen Menfden, Suden und 
Heiden („eu“), in JEfu Namen verfündigt und angeboten. Das 
Evangelium ijt daher fein leeres Wort, fondern bringt den Sündern 
die jeligen Schabe des Heil3 gar nahe, die durch Chrifti Kreuzestod be- 
fdaffte und durch feine Auferwedung befiegelte Vergebung der Sünden. 

b. Und wer da glaubt, der hat Rechtfertigung und Vergebung der 
Sünden. Der Menfd braucht nun nichts mehr zu tun und fann nichts 
mehr tun, um bor Gott gerecht zu werden, da ja Chriftus alles für ihn 
getan hat. Durch das Gefeb fonnte der Menjch feine Rechtfertigung 
bon irgendeiner Sünde, fondern nur den Fluch erlangen. Aber Baus 
lus verfündigte die freudige Tatjade, „daß von allem, wovon ihr im 
Gefebe Mofis gerechtfertigt zu werden nicht vermochtet, in diefem jeder 
Glaubende gerechtfertigt wird”, BV. 38 f. Vergeblich ijt es, daß der 
Menfch fich mit Werfen abquält, um den Himmel zu verdienen. Er foll 
dem Evangelium von Chrijto glauben, das Evangelium annehmen, das 
ihm die Vergebung der Sünden frei und umfonft anbietet, dann ijt er 
von allen Sünden gerechtfertigt, Gottes liebes Kind und ein Erbe der 
eivigen Geligfeit. 

D twas für unglüdfelige Menfden find nun die, die dem Epan- 
gelium nicht gehordjen! 3. 40. 41. Gie ftopen das Heil von fi}, das 
das Giegel Gottes trägt. Sie find Verächter; in ihrem Tugenditolz 
und in ihrer Giindenliebe verachten fie daS Anerbieten des gnädigen 
Gottes im Evangelium. Gie alten fich nicht wert der Geligfeit. Gie 
werden jehen und mit Schreden fich verwundern und vor Entfeben 
vergehen, wenn der HErr zum lebten Gericht erfdeint. AWber auch 
unfere Drohung mit dem Endgericht glaubt die Welt nicht. Gie feiert 
troß aller äußerlichen Freude unfelige Ojtern. — Wir aber wollen dem 
Evangelium glauben, die im Evangelium angebotene Vergebung der 
Sünden annehmen. Dann find tir gerechtfertigt bor Gott und fünnen 
wahrhaft froh und unferer Geligfeit gewiß fein. WSO: 


Outlines on the First Series of Gospel-Lessons 
Chosen by the Synodical Conference. 


Fifth Sunday in Lent. 
JOHN 12, 27—36. 

Those in our day who deny the vicarious atonement tell us it is 
contrary to the nature of God to demand that His innocent Son should 
be made to suffer and die for the sins of the world. But the Bible 
tells us the very contrary. It not only states as a fact that Christ 
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suffered and died in the sinners’ stead, Matt. 21,28; 1 Tim. 2, 6 SluBet; 
1,19, but that by this redemptive work of Christ the name of God was 
glorified. So our text tells us. 


THROUGH THE WORK AND DEATH OF CHRIST GOD THE 
in FATHER HAS BEEN GLORIFIED. 
or 
1. Thereby God’s own will was done; 
2. Thereby the devil was conquered; 
3. Thereby man, the sinner, is now saved by grace. 


1: 


a. God had from eternity decreed to send His Son to suffer and 
die. a. Jesus’ suffering and death were real. “Now is My soul 
troubled.” V. 27. Is. 53, 3—5; Matt. 26, 38. 39. 42; Mark 14, 3436; 
Luke 12, 50; 22, 41—44; John 13, 21. b. God had willed that Jesus 
should suffer and die in the sinners’ stead. Jesus therefore prayed: 
“But for this cause came I unto this hour.” V.27. “The cup which 
My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?” John 18, 11. Gen. 
3,15; Ex. 12, 6; Is. 53, 6: 7.10; John 1, 29; Acts 2, 22. 23; 8, 32; 
iP Steels 19,20: 

b. God testified that thereby His name was being glorified. V. 28. 
Matt. 3,17; 17, 5. Jesus fulfilled the Father’s will. John 17, 4. 


2. 

a. The devil, through the Fall, robbed man of the image of God 
and thereby of the glory which God had given man in creation. 
a. Man is now born in the image of his sinful parents. Gen. 5, 3; 
John 3,6. 6. The sinner was cast out of Paradise, Gen. 3, 22—24; 
comes short of the glory of God, Rom. 3, 23; and is now by nature 
subject to eternal damnation. Rom. 3,19; 6,16. 21.23; 5,12. 

b. But the devil has been conquered, v. 31, and the image of God 
has been restored to man. a. Christ conquered the devil. V. 31. 
1 John 3, 8; John 16, 11; Heb. 2, 14; Matt. 4, 10. 11. 0b. Through 
Christ we have now been rescued from the devil’s power and kingdom 
and translated into Christ’s kingdom. Col. 1, 13. 14; Eph. 2, 1—%. 
Our names are now written in heaven, Luke 10, 20, and we shall awake 
in the likeness of God, Ps. 17,15; 23, 6. 


3. 

a. The sinner’s salvation is “not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” Eph.2,9. Man by nature “walketh in darkness” and “knoweth 
not whither he goeth,” v. 35; cannot work out his own salvation, Rom. 
11,5. 6; cannot boast of any glory of his own, Rom. 3, 27; 1 Cor. 1, 29; 


Eph. 2, 9. 
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b. Man’s salvation is by grace; therefore all glory for man’s sal- 
vation belongs to God. V.28. a. Salvation is the gift of God through 
Christ. V.32. Rom. 6,23; Eph.2,8. 6. Man, therefore, can be saved 
only if by faith he receives his salvation from God. Man is translated 
from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light by believing 
in the Light. V.36. When the jailer at Philippi asked, “What must 
I do to be saved? Paul did not tell him what he had to do to earn his 
salvation, but told him to receive by faith the salvation procured for 
him by Christ. Acts 16, 30. 31. 

Application and conclusion: Let us not despise the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ; for it may be heard among us only “yet a little while.” 
Let us remember that Jesus says: “This voice came not because of 
Me, but for your sakes.” V.30. The preaching of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is not an indistinct rumbling or a mere sound (some “said that 
it thundered’), nor the voice of a mere creature, though it were an 
angel uttering some “wisdom” of his own (others said, “An angel 
spake to Him”), v. 29; Gal. 1, 8. 9; but the voice of the Lord from 
heaven, v. 30, calling all men everywhere, v. 32, to repentance and faith 
in Jesus Christ, the only Savior, v. 36, that in Christ and in His be- 
lievers God may be glorified, v. 28. 

Prayer: “Father, glorify Thy Son that Thy Son also may glorify 
Thee; as Thou hast given Him power over all flesh that He should 
give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him. And this is life 
eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom Thou hast sent.” John 17, 1—2. J.H. C.F. 


Palm Sunday. 
JOHN 3, 22—36. 


Jesus must ever be uppermost in our minds, the thrilling and 
sonorous dominant of our lives. “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus only,” must be 
our motto. To know Jesus aright, to delve ever more deeply into 
the sweet and holy mysteries of His person and work, to raise Him 
more and more above all earth-born creatures, that should be our 
daily concern. Blessed is the man upon whose soul the ineffable 
image of Christ is indelibly imprinted. 

The disciples of John loved John. Rightly so, for he had been 
instrumental in setting their feet on the right path. The man that 
rescues another from the pitfalls of hell is worthy to be loved. These 
disciples could not bear to see John’s influence waning, V.26. But 
John’s answer corrected their misgivings. V.30. The sum and sub- 
stance of his discourse was that Jesus is incomparably greater than he. 
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JESUS IS INCOMPARABLY GREATER 
THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


1. Because of His origin; 2. Because of His mission. 


1. 


Jesus accorded John the Baptist unstinted praise, more than any 
person, more than John’s own disciples ever uttered. Matt. 11, 7—11; 
Luke 7,28. John surpassed all the prophets in greatness, was more 
illustrious even than Enoch, Moses, and Elijah. These men of old 
saw Christ as from a distance only; John, face to face. 

John’s origin was supernatural, because his mother, who had 
been sterile, bore him in her old age. Luke1,18. Filled with the 
Holy Spirit in the womb. Luke 1,15. Leaped with exultant joy in 
his mother’s womb. Marvelous and extraordinary. Nothing can 
frustrate God’s dispensations of love and wisdom. 

But the text maintains that John was earthly. V.31b. His 
parents were flesh born of the flesh, and thus John was born in sin. 
He received the Spirit in a measure only. Compare v. 34b. 

The origin of Jesus was supernatural in a most singular sense, 
none being like Christ in this respect. Jesus is coeternal with God. 
John 1,1. John, who was aware of his own singular origin, humbly 
admits the all-surpassing greatness of Christ. John 1, 27 (“before 
me,” i. e., from eternity). John affirms the deity of Jesus also in 
v. 31, “from heaven,” 2x, out of heaven. God alone is above all. 
Christ’s deity is affirmed and attested by numerous and incontest- 
able proofs. 

The origin of Christ’s human nature was also extraordinary in 
a most singular sense. Human mother, but no human father; seed 
of the woman, born of a virgin, of the Holy Ghost; without sin. 
Luke 1, 35; Matt. 1, 20.23. He made His entrance into this world as 
no other creature ever did. His conception and birth have no equal 
in the annals of the world. Christ is greater even than John. 

Christians, let us impress this truth upon our hearts. This truth 
concerning the divine and heavenly origin, the immaculate concep- 
tion and virgin birth of Jesus Christ is bitterly and blasphemously 
assailed by the Modernists. These men have erased the sharp line 
of demarcation between Christ and all other men. They produce 
pagan myths and offer examples from pagan mythology to find anal- 
ogies for the wonderful story of Christ’s superhuman origin. But 
it never originated on Gentile soil; it is a revelation from God. Let 
us cling steadfastly to our faith as we voice it especially in the 
Apostles’ and in the Nicene Creed. (Quote the relevant words. The 
Athanasian Creed might be read on this Sunday in place of one of 
the Scripture-lessons.) We have all reason to exult and pray: 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna in the highest!” Palm 


9 


130 Outlines on First Series of Gospel-Lessons Chosen by Syn. Conf. 


Sunday reminds us of our duty to pay homage to the King of kings. 
Would you be disloyal to Him? 

But why was it necessary that Christ’s origin should be divine 
and superhuman? Merely a manifestation of God’s infinite power to 
the glory of His name? .No, Christ was to be our Savior. Also 
because of His mission He is greater than John. 


2. 

John’s mission was very essential and most important. Jesus 
calls him a light, Aöyvos, lamp. John 5,35. The prophets had foretold 
his coming and described his mission. Is. 40,3; Mal. 3,1; 4, 5. 6. 
John refers to it. V.28b; John 1,23; compare Matt.3,3. John bap- 
tized Christ. He was a man who was signally honored by God, who 
attracted wide-spread attention. 

Compared with Christ, however, John was insignificant. He was 
a lamp, but Christ was the Light, pös. John only bore witness of the 
Light. John 1,4-9. John was a burning light, and in burning it he 
was consumed. Christ, however, is the everlasting Light. Jesus was 
the Christ, the promised Redeemer of the world, v.28; John was His 
servant, the friend of the Bridegroom, v.29. John’s powers were 
limited, for he was earthly and spoke only of earthly things, things 
that transpired on earth, v. 31, repentance, conversion, Baptism, for- 
giveness of sins. Compare John 3,12. (Hom. Maa. 22,174.) Jesus 
came out of heaven, and so His testimony springs from the clear 
depths of heaven. Vv. 32.34; John 3,11; 1,18; 8,26. Christ alone 
was sent to complete the salvation of mankind. V.35. John could 
not and did not demand faith in his person, but faith in Christ. 
Faith in Him, he said, meant eternal life; rejection of Him, eternal 
death. — Christ is incomparably greater than John. 

Christ, our only Savior, must be the center of our faith. He is 
not merely a force for good, as many other men were and are, as the 
liberalists claim; but by His active and passive obedience He has re- 
deemed us from the wrath of God, from sin, death, and hell. Sal- 
vation is not merely a moral change in man, which implies that he 
divests himself of gross sins and leads a morally better life, as these 
enemies of the cross of Christ declare, but it is based upon, and pro- 
ceeds from, the substitutional atonement of Christ. The message of 
Christ is not merely the highest expression of love, loyalty, and de- 
votion to a cause even unto bitter death, for man to pattern after, but 
it brings to us the only rescüe from eternal ruin. There are many 
saviors, or liberators, who free mankind from bodily bondage, from 
earthly misery, from social fetters; but there is only one Savior who 
saves from the chains of sin, from the power of death, from the fangs 
of the devil, and from the pangs of hell. There is only one Savior 
who has procured for us forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
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Palm Sunday ushers us into Holy Week, in which our Savior 
laid down His life for us. As we worship Him to-day as the King 
of the daughter of Zion, so let us worship Him also as our only 
Savior, who is incomparably greater than John and all other men 
born of woman. In yonder world also He will be the object of our 
veneration and adoration, for we shall join in the mighty chorus: 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” 0. C. A. B. 


Maundy Thursday. 
Marr. 26, 17—30. 


This service is to commemorate the institution of the Sacrament 
of the Altar, which took place the night before Good Friday, “the 
night in which He was betrayed,” 1 Cor. 11, 23. It is a good sign that 
upon this occasion usually so many partake of Holy Communion; but 
it is not a good sign that some never or rarely partake of this Sacra- 
ment at any other time. This service is not to offer to Christians the 
one opportunity of the year to partake of this Holy Supper, but is to 
be devoted to a study of, and a meditation upon, this blessed Sacra- 
ment. Our text offers to guide us in this meditation to-night. There- 


fore, ete. 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR. 


1. Its nature; 2. Its purpose. 


1. 

a. It is not a transubstantiation. a. Roman doctrine of the Mass: 
“the unbloody sacrifice.” 6. Refutation from text and 1 Cor. 11, 
26—28. (Pieper’s Dogmatik, III, p. 347.) 

b. It is neither a mere symbolical rite. a. The Reformed doctrine. 
(Pieper’s Dogmatik, III, p. 354 sq.) 6. Refutation from text and 
1 Cor. 11, 27. 

e. But “it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,” ete. 
Catechism. Substantiated from text and 1 Cor. 11,29; 10,16. (Vide 
Krauth in Pieper’s Dogmatik, III, p. 364 sq.) 

Let us not sin by doubting the words of the almighty, truth- 
ful, and wise Lord when, face to face with death, He speaks these 
solemn words. 5 

a. The proclamation of the remission of sins. V. 28.—1 Cor. 
11, 24 it is expressly stated: “This do ye in remembrance of Me.” 
This Sacrament is not to be a mere mysterious ceremony of vain pomp 
and show at which the multitude is to stare, but the celebration is to 
serve, first, to teach the wrath of God over sin, exacting from Jesus 
His very body and blood; and secondly, and chiefly, it is to proclaim: 


132 Outlines on First Series of Gospel-Lessons Chosen by Syn. Conf. 


“The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin,” 1 John 
1,7; and: “God so loved the world,” etc., John 3, 16. 

b. But whereas Jesus preached to all, He celebrated this Sacra- 
ment with His own disciples only (text), and later He had the warn- 
ing added: “Let a man examine Himself,” ete., 1 Cor. 11,28. All, 
therefore, who wish to participate in this Sacrament should examine 
themselves, not as hypocritical Judas asks, “Is it I?’ but as one who, 
because of his age and previous instruction, is enabled to examine 
himself honestly and properly asks himself whether he is a penitent 
sinner. For this Sacrament, while at times celebrated with a large 
number, is given to each individual and amounts to individual absolu- 
tion — that is its purpose. 

What more could God have done to strengthen the faith of His 
disciples, assure them of His love and favor, and win them for entire 
devotion to His service? May each of you obtain these blessings which 
God wishes to bestow upon you in this Sacrament! S. 


Good Friday. 
Luke 23, 39—54. 


This text is replete with contrasts. One sentence shows us Jesus 
at the deepest depth of humiliation and degradation; the next lifts 
Him up to the highest throne of heaven. The first verses tell of the 
deepest humiliation, even the one malefactor railed on Jesus. This 
low, brutish man, who by his crimes and shameful life had brought 
himself to this depth, yet reviled Jesus. Himself a disgrace to man- 
kind, he yet vented his vile and blasphemous contempt upon Jesus. 
No one so low, he could vilify and abuse Jesus! But at once the other 
reproved this miscreant and acclaims Jesus the Lord of Paradise, 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

This depth of humiliation and these golden rays of divinity con- 
stitute the atmosphere of Good Friday. These are depths and heights 
which our minds can neither fathom nor reach, and yet we do well to 
gaze upon them and to accept by faith all that the precious words of 
this Good Friday text reveal to us upon 


THE DEPTH AND THE HEIGHT OF JESUS’ DEATH 
AND BURIAL. 


1. In His Death; 2. In His Burial. 


1; 

a. The depth. a. The pain of crucifixion; b. the disgrace and 
humiliation. — Application: He bore it all, the deepest woe. How 
important for our faith and love! 

b. The height. a. The loud, triumphant ery of Jesus. V. 46. 
(Stoeckhardt, Passprgt. II, 113.) 6. The recognition of the centurion. 
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V. 47. — Application: What rays of divine and heavenly splendor! 
In His death He is the conquering Lord, holy and mighty. How im- 
portant for our faith and hope! 

2. 

a. The depth. a. No grave of His own; how poor! No clothes; 
no relative of power, no riches or influence. 0b. The helpless corpse 
handled —- handled by whomsoever. c. Body put away out of sight; 
treated against putrefaction. — Application: He suffered the shame 
of burial for us; how important for our faith and love! Hymn 216, 
1—3. : 
b. The height. a. Joseph. V.50. A man of the highest station, 
of irreproachable character. b. New grave. V.53. c. No corruption. 
Ps. 16,10. d. Not a bone broken. Ps. 34,20. It is the Lord of glory, 
ruling every circumstance.— Application: How important for all 
who believe in this Jesus and base their hopes on Him! S. 


Easter Sunday. 
Luke 24, i—12. 

Easter commemorates the greatest victory in the history of 
heaven and earth. (Hymns 218. 221. 223.) Yet we do not always walk 
as exultingly as we ought in the presence of the living Christ. Our 
conduct often is as though we had a dead Christ. 


“WHY SEEK YE THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD?” 


1. The question of the angels implies that the women were seek- 
ing Jesus among the dead. 

Jesus had died. V.1. The women came to the sepulcher with 
spices. — The wonderful death of the Son of God. Matt. 27, 50 
(ep. John 10,18); Mark 15,37; Luke 23,46; John19,30. Witnessed 
by the centurion, Matt. 27,54; Mark15,39; by many women, Matt. 
27,55f.; Mark 15,40f.; by all the people that came to that sight, 
Luke 23, 48 f.; by the soldiers, John 19, 32—37. Pilate was con- 
vinced, Mark 15,44; so were the chief priests, Matt. 27, 62—66. 

Jesus was laid in the sepulcher. Matt. 27, 57—61; Mark 15, 
4247; Luke 23, 50—56; John 19, 33—42. There in the tomb, among 
the dead, the women were seeking the dead body of Jesus. V. 3; 
cp. chap. 23, 55. 

Modernists are still seeking the Living among the dead. “In an 
unmarked grave, somewhere in Palestine, lies the dust that was once 
the Nazarene’s body!” With our cares and anxieties, with our fears 
and doubts, with our griefs and tears, we are virtually seeking the 
Living among the dead. 

2. The question of the angels, however, implies that Jesus is 
living. 
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“He is not here!” V.6. Describe the scene. Vv. 2.3.12; John 
20, 1—8. 18; Matt. 28, 11. 

Where is He? Did the disciples come and steal Him? these 
timid disciples? despite the formidable watch? only three days after 
the powerful and enraged enemies had crucified Him?— Is His dust 
in some “unmarked grave”? When the proclamation of the risen 
Christ so worried and tantalized Pilate and Caiaphas and the whole 
Council (Acts 5, 28), would they not have compelled the holder of the 
body, whether friend or foe, to produce it in order to refute the story 
of the resurrection ? 

“He is risen!” V.6. Matt. 28,1ff.; Mark 16,1ff.; John 20,1 ff. 
This timid — skeptic, vv. 9.11.12; Mark 16,11.13; John 20, 24—28 
— company of disciples beheld Him. Mark 16,9; John 20,14; Matt. 
28, 9.10; Luke 24, 34.13 ff.; John 20, 19. 20. 26—29; 21,1 ff.; Matt. 28, 
16.17; 1 Cor. 15,6.7; Luke 24,51; Acts 1,9; 7,55; 9,3 ff Without 
one dissenting voice all the disciples proclaim at the risk of their 
lives what they have heard and seen. Acts 2, 22—24. 32. 36; 3,15; 4; 
5, 17.18. 40; 1 Cor. 15,1. 4. 

He lives! He is the “Living” one! “I am the Life!” John 
11,25; 14,6. “I am He that liveth ... alive forevermore.” Rev. 1, 18. 

The comfort. Hymn 229; Catechism, Qu. 163. The crowning 
and indisputable evidence of the truth of the Christian religion. 

3. The question of the angels demands an explanation; why, 
then, seek the Living among the dead? 

Does such a hopeless quest add anything to the happiness or 
comfort of man? Does it thrill man with the hope of life in the hour 
of death? Does it assure men the pardon of God? Does it offer any 
peace of heart or mind? What real living hope does the whole crowd 
of unbelieving Modernists extend? Witness the hopelessness ex- 
pressed while the disciples were still seeking the Living among the 
dead. V.1 (“sepulcher”; what a gloomy thing!).4a; John 20,11; 
Luke 24,17; 1 Cor. 15, 14—19. 

Then, “why seek ... among the dead?’ Is it wise? intelligent? 
reasonable? The mother that sulks through the cemeteries in quest 
of her child among the tombs when she has the positive proof and 
assurance that her child is at home, very much alive, has our sym- 
pathy; likewise our modern skeptics. 

But “why ...?’ It is unbelief. Text, vv. 6.7; Luke 18, 31 ff.; 
yet, text, vv. 10.11; Mark 16,11.18. The reason why we spend one 
unhappy hour is that we do not “remember,” that we consider the 
story of the ever-present and ever-living Christ “idle tales.” 

May this Easter-festival fully convince us that we must not seek 
the Living among the dead! V.8; John 20,20b. Then all tears will 
be dried, then all doubts will be dispelled, then there will be rejoicing 
in the tabernacles of the righteous! 

Cleveland, O. H. W. Barres. 
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Easter Monday. 
LuKE 24, 36—49. 


In the entire Bible nothing is taught that may be slighted or 
entirely neglected. But it is true that not everything in the Bible is 
of equal importance. It is certainly more important to know what 
the Bible says about Jesus Christ than to know what the Bible says 
about Doeg. — Some things which the Bible teaches are so important 
that we devote a large part of each year to their consideration; e. g., 
the birth, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ is of such paramount importance that he who 
does not know of it or does not believe it cannot have the proper 
understanding of anything in the Scriptures. That appears very 
evident from our text for to-day. Let us stop to consider this truth. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
CHRIST FOR THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. 


1. It establishes the truth of that preaching. 
2. It constitutes the wealth and worth of that preaching. 


12 


a. The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is historically 
attested beyond a doubt. Jesus Himself saw to that. 

Here in our text Jesus appears to the disciples. He shows them 
His hands and His feet and invites them to handle Him and see. 
Vv.39.40. And when even these proofs left them trembling for joy, 
but hesitating, He requested something to eat and ate broiled fish and 
honeycomb before their very eyes. Vv. 42. 43. 

From other portions of Scriptures we know of many other appear- 
ances of Jesus; indeed, of His appearance to over five hundred breth- 
ren at once, 1 Cor. 15,6, and to His bitter enemy, Saul, 1 Cor. 15, 8. 

b. If Jesus had not been raised from the dead, then the preaching 
of the apostles and of all who followed them in this preaching were 
utterly vain, aye, false and deceitful. And all who put their trust in 
this preaching would simply be fools and would certainly perish. 
1 Cor. 15, 14. 15. 

e. But if this miracle, that Jesus raised Himself from the dead, 
is true, then all His words are true. For He told the Jews: “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up,” John 2,19; that is, 
Kill Me, and in three days I will be alive again. Whoever can say 
that and then do it, thus fulfilling His own words, can do all things. 
- His words are absolutely reliable. 

Therefore also we hear here in our text how Jesus proves to the 
disciples from His resurrection that all the words which He spoke to 
them, v. 44, while He was with them, and all that are written in the 
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Law of Moses and in the prophets and in the psalms are reliable and 
trustworthy because they have been fulfilled in His resurrection. 

It is therefore true: To prove the truth of the Christian religion, 
the truth of every Word of the Bible, we need only prove the truth of 
Christ’s resurrection. If that is true, all is true. And it is true, and 
therefore all faithful Christian preaching is based upon an indestruc- 
tible and impregnable foundation of truth. 


2. 


But the resurrection of Jesus does not only prove the truth of 
Christian preaching, it actually constitutes also its wealth. 

a. The real loss of man is the loss of God’s favor. That which 
makes man so utterly poor, cursed, and miserable is sin; for through 
sin man lost God’s favor, and by losing God’s favor man lost Paradise; 
he lost his righteousness, he lost his good sense and intelligence, he 
lost his character, he lost his health, he lost the world, and he lost 
heaven. If you were to go to an insane asylum and look at a raving 
maniac who tears his clothes to shreds and rags, and who is tormented 
with fearful visions of persecutors and imagines himself tortured by 
fiends, and if you were then told that this man must be kept in a bare 
cell, but that he might be a rich and happy man, living in a palatial 
home, that, however, he lost all by losing his mind, — then you would 
have a weak picture of man, who has lost all through sin. We might 
be the lords of heaven and earth, the angels our servants, and all 
creatures at our beck and command, while God’s favor and ‘power 
would have preserved to us everything. But all this has been lost 
through sin. 

b. Jesus, however, took this sin and its curse upon Himself and 
promised that through His vicarious suffering and death He would 
rectify all, purge away our sin, remove our guilt, and return to us 
our original state, give us back God’s favor, give us back our intel- 
ligence, give us back our character of holiness, give us back our 
righteousness, yes, give us heaven with its glories. And this resur- 
rection proves that He actually made good His word; for He “was 
delivered for our offenses and was raised again for our justification.” 
Rom. 4, 25. 

In order that all these spiritual riches might be bestowed upon 
us through the Gospel, Christ had to be raised from the dead. That, 
therefore, was the purpose of Jesus’ resurrection, that we might be 
enriched for time and eternity in soul and body; that is what Jesus 
means here in our text, v.47: “And that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.” Because His resurrection had bestowed upon Him this 
right, Jesus now tells His disciples, v. 49, that He will send the promise 
of His Father, that is, that He will endue them with God’s Holy 
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Spirit of power. He who raised Himself from the dead now sends 
forth His messengers to tell the world that its sin and curse have 
been removed, that they also may conquer death, and that He, the 
victorious Lord and Savior, is willing to take them with Him to 
heaven and everlasting life. Job 19, 25—27; Phil. 3, 21; 1 John 3, 2; 
Ps. 16,11; John 17, 24; Rom. 8, 18. 

Thus the resurrection of Jesus constitutes the wealth and worth 
of the offer which is made in all true Gospel-preaching. Hymn 229, 
1.86.758, S. 


Quasimodogeniti Sunday. 


Marr. 12, 33—42. 


Christ spoke these words at the close of His public ministry, near 
the end of the Old Testament dispensation. He had now fully and 
adequately revealed Himself and His divine mission. His words He 
had confirmed with signs and miracles. Yet: John 12,37. The 
scribes and Pharisees sought another miracle, one from heaven, to 
attest His commission. Jesus refused to grant it. He would give 
them only the last and greatest sign, “the sign of the prophet Jonas”; 
He would warn them again of the Judgment that would surely over- 
take them if they persisted in their evil course. 

These words apply especially now at the close of the New Testa- 
ment dispensation. The Gospel of the Kingdom has been preached 
everywhere; the divine commission and authority of Jesus Christ has 
been sufficiently manifested, especially in Christendom. Yet this 
generation demands physical, logical proof and demonstration. What 
shall we do? Shall we argue, debate the matter? compromise? modify 
the “objectionable doctrines and features” of Christianity? remove 
the offense of the Cross? No. Faith cannot stand in the wisdom of 
man, but must stand in the power of God. Cf.1Cor.2,1—5. We 
must continue to preach Christ Crucified. 


CHRIST CRUCIFIED THE LAST GREAT SIGN OF GOD. 
1. Its character; 2. Its purpose. 


1: 


A. V.38: “Master, we would see a sign from Thee.” The Phari- 
sees, unable to deny the fact that Christ performed miracles, said: 
v.24. They ascribed His power to satanic possession. Christ replied: 
vv. 25—30. Then He warned them against committing the unpardon- 
able sin, vv. 31. 32, and referred their hostile attitude and action to its 
real cause, the corrupt condition of their hearts, nature, vv. 33—37. 
Their blasphemy was only the natural product of their evil state. 
Christ’s statements were morally and logically unanswerable. There- 
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fore they demanded a visible sign in proof of His divine mission, in 
a vain attempt to shift the argument from the moral to the physical 
realm. Allthe miracles He had already done were only so many signs 
to attest His authority. No kind of physical evidence or demonstra- 
tion could achieve the purpose of His wonders, faith in Him. This 
is the reason why Jesus refused the hypocritical request of this 
“generation of vipers.” 

B. The sign of the prophet Jonas. He was a “sign unto the 
Ninevites.” Luke 11,30. See the history of Jonah. The fact that 
he had been three days and three nights in the belly of the whale 
(great fish), and that he had been sent thence to preach, they received 
as sufficient evidence and attestation of his divine commission. — 
Jonah a type of Christ. 

C. The sign of Christ Crucified. V.40b. Christ foretold His 
death, burial, resurrection on the third day. He would be three days 
and three nights “in the heart of the earth” (Hebraism for “in the 
earth”). His resurrection from the dead would be a divine attest of 
His mission. So it is indeed: — 

a. To that generation. Christ’s death and burial was public, offi- 
cially certified and recorded. His resurrection was also a fact, the 
best attested and established in history. It was typified by Jonah, 
foretold by the prophets; cf. Luke 24, 25—27; Acts 17,2.3; 2,27 with 
Ps. 16,10 and Is. 53, 8.10; Job 19, 25; even Gen. 3,15. They had the 
evidence of the sentinels and their report, of the apostles, of the 
women, of the 500 disciples, of Paul. What a sign to that generation! 
Why did they not believe? Many were convinced, among them many 
priests; they saw in Christ’s resurrection God’s witness. The others 
were an evil and adulterous generation, wicked by nature, faithless 
to God. No sign from heaven could impart the deep sense of sin, 
inherited guilt, the need of salvation. 

b. To this generation. Yes, the death and resurrection of Christ 
is the best authenticated fact in history. Christianity rests on it. 
Theory of delusion and deception absurd; discarded to-day. False- 
hood and fraud incompatible with after-life, heroism, martyrdom of 
the apostles. Vision hypothesis also false. The empty tomb. The 
Jews could not produce the body nor silence Peter. The apostles, 
disciples, were unprepared for the resurrection; they did not ex- 
pect it; they refused to believe until conviction was forced on them 
by the facts and circumstances. Thomas! Then they preached it, 
lived and died for it. They saw the risen Savior, talked and ate with 
Him, touched Him. No disembodied spirit, phantom, vision, but 
Christ risen from the dead. Proof, attestation, of divine person and 
mission. He is the Son of God and the Savior of the world. The 
world is reconciled to God by the vicarious sacrifice and atonement 
of the incarnate Son of God. 
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2; 


A. Signs in general. Among the Jews signs were events indicat- 
ing or manifesting God’s will. They were divine credentials. So 
Moses authenticated his commission from Jehovah before Israel and 
Pharaoh by wonders. He was a messenger sent by God with a mes- 
sage and mission. He proved it by doing a work of Almighty God. In 
the nature of things such evidence was justified, was therefore 
granted by God. Hence, Elijah also performed miracles. The pur- 
pose, of course, was to engender faith, confidence, in the messenger, 
prophet, to the end that his message might be accepted as coming 
from God and to be acted upon. 

B. The sign of Jonas. Repentance was the purpose. Nineveh 
was a great, but wicked city. Its wickedness came up before God. 
So God had to reform or overthrow the city. He sent Jonah with 
the message: “Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” The 
people should repent, turn from their evil ways. They did so. The 
king proclaimed a fast by public decree, repented in sackcloth and 
ashes. The people likewise. They cried mightily to God for mercy. 
They repented. And God spared the city for the time being. 

C. The sign of Jesus Christ. The purpose was repentance and 
faith in Jesus: 

a. Then. a. They were a wicked and adulterous generation. 
Their condition and relation to God was at fault. Their very nature 
was corrupt; they were as a corrupt tree bearing corrupt fruit. 
Vv. 38—37. They must see and acknowledge and rue their inherited 
sin and guilt, their hopeless condition. They must see their need of 
salvation. — b. They must believe in Jesus. They must see in Him 
their God and Savior, the Messiah, the fulfilment of prophecy and 
type. — c. If they did not, God would overthrow, destroy them. They 
were worse than the men of Nineveh. These repented at the word of 
Jonah. Therefore they would rise in judgment against them, not 
only in mute witness, but to condemn them. Jesus is more, greater, 
than Jonas. The latter but a sinful man, although the messenger of 
God; the former the Lord Himself from heaven. The latter, only 
God’s instrument; the former, speaking of His own accord. The 
former performed no miracle before the men of Nineveh; the latter 
performed many miracles; the greatest: He rose from the dead. 
Yea, the Queen of Sheba would rise on the Day of Judgment to con- 
demn them. One authentic report sufficed to bring her from afar. 
She felt the need of greater wisdom and desired to obtain it. She 
came, heard, believed. In Christ is the great Reality, the divine 
Source of all wisdom, of salvation. If they did not believe, she would 
condemn them. Christ is greater than Solomon. Solomon spoke by 
the Spirit of Christ. Jesus is God Himself; His Word is the ever- 
lasting truth. 
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b. Now. The present generation is also evil and adulterous. 
Wise in their own conceit, most men do not realize their true con- 
dition, need of redemption and salvation. They must repent, believe 
in Jesus Christ —the last great sign of God. 

Consequently we must continue to preach Christ Crucified to the 
end of the world. If men will not believe, God will overthrow, de- 
stroy them, as He judged Jerusalem and its people. Men may deny, 
oppose; but Christ did rise from the dead and now sits at the right 
hand of Power. Soon He will appear to judge the world. God grant 
that we may stand before Him on that day! Amen. 


Columbia, Pa. Joun G. SoHN. 
oo 


Entwürfe zu Paffionspredigten. 
(Auf Beichluß einer Konferenz eingefandt von €. Ulbricht.) 


Ds 
Joh. 19, 25—27. 

Mit Ausnahme der Maria von Bethanien, die nod) vor dem eigent- 
licen Leiden SEfum gefalbt hat, hat feins der Weiber, die in der Paf- 
fionSgefdichte bisher genannt wurden, uns rechte Freude gemadt; denn 
fie ftanden nicht auf SCju Seite. Wenigjtens werden fie nicht als JCju 
Anhänger gefchildert. Die noch übrigen erfreuen unfer Herz; denn fie 
find glaubige Süngerinnen. Obenan fteht die Mutter Maria. Ahr 
Bild ift mit der Erlöfungsgefhichte eng verfnüpft, von der Empfäng- 
nis an. Wir achten fie, freilich nicht mie die Römischen, die fie als un= 
befledt verehren und vorgeben, fie jet lebendig gen Himmel gefahren. 
Wir bleiben bei der Schrift, die uns heute das lebte bon ihr erzählt — 
ein liebliches Bild: 


Maria, die Mutter IEfn, unter dem Kreuz. 
1. Sie ftand da und fah IEfu Leiden. 
2. JEfus, am Kreuz hangend, fieht ihre Leiden 
und berforgt feine Mutter in Liebe. 


i, 


a. ,€8 jtanden . . . Mutter.“ Nicht fie ift am Kreuz, fondern 
OEfus leidet; aber fie fieht alles. Kurzer Hinweis auf feine Leiden 
bon Gethjemane bis Golgatha. Maria fieht, mie die andern ihn neu= 
gierig begaffen, jpöttifch über ihn reden; wie eben die Rriegstnedjte die 
Kleider verteilten; wie er zwifchen zwei Übeltätern hängt, al3 ob er 
aud) ein Verbrecher wäre, ja der fehlimmite unter ihnen. Das war 
Leiden für YEfum, aber aud) Schmerz für Maria, denn er war ihr 
Sohn, nicht nur gut und gehorfam, fondern fündlos, ihr Tieb als ihr 
Fleifh und Blut, nod Tieber als Sohn Gottes. Er war zulebt aug 
ihr Verforger und Beichüger gewefen. Gah die Witwe zu Nain ihren 
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Sohn mit Schmerzen fcheiden, diefer Wittve unterm Kreuz tat eg iveher, 
daß ihr Sohn ihr fo jhändlich genommen wurde; mußte die Schande 
Dod) auch auf fie zurüdfallen. Und fie fann ihm nicht helfen; der einft 
an ihrer Bruft gelegen hat, muß über Durst Hagen, und fie fann ihn 
nicht ftillen. IEfus hat von dem großen Schmerz der Mütter von 
Serufalem geredet, aber welche Mutter hat je ihr Kind fehiverer leiden 
fehen, als bier Maria ihren Sohn leiden jah? 

b. Da hat fi Simeons Wort erfüllt, Vuk. 2,35. IEfus ift ein 
Zeichen, zum Widerfpruch gefebt. Hier wollte man ihn nicht als König 
der Yuden nah Pilatus’ Überfchrift gelten Yaffen. Welcher Spott 
unterm Kreuz! Yedes Wort ein Stih in Marias Seele! Auf ihr 
Kind hatte fie nicht nur mütterliche, jondern göttliche Glaubenshoff- 
nung gejeßt; mit diefen Hoffnungen fdien e3 aus zu fein: YEjus follte 
alg itbeltater fterben. Der Spott, die Nägel, der Speerftih, das 
ganze Kreuz mit feiner Schivertform — lauter fehmerzliche Stiche, fo 
daß ihr Mutterherz blutete. 

ce. Eva ftand einjt unter einem Baum, die verbotene Frucht ftach 
ihr ins Auge; der Baum war Yuftig angujehen. Diejes Stehen und 
Schauen hatte die Folge, dak Chas Töchter, ja das ganze Menjchen- 
gefdledht im Elend fi} fehen, daß hier Maria den habliden Kreuzes- 
baum fdauen muß. Der damals gemweisfagte Ferjenftich bereitet ihr 
einen Schwertftih. Doch nicht fie leidet für ung, fondern KEfus allein; 
fie darf aber bei dem Kreug ftehen; er ift ihr Heiland, ja aller Men- 
fen Erlöfer. 

d. Wir lefen nicht, dak Maria in ihrem Schmerz fich gebärdete 
tie eine Verzmweifelte: „Ihr Berge, fallet über uns!” Nein, fie 
ftand; fie fiel nicht um oder raufte ihr Haar. hr Glaube hielt fie 
aufreht; Gottes Kraft erhielt fie. Go ift Maria ein Tiebliches Bild 
neben dem „liebliden Bild, fon zart und mild, dem Söhnlein der 
Sungfrauen”. Maria foll das Bild fein der Kirche Gottes auf Erden. 
Keiner fol fein heißes Blut fonder Rew’ anfdauen; fein Leiden foll 
wie ein Schwert durch unfere Seele dringen; denn twir haben das ver- 
fduldet. Wir follen nit am Kreuz bangen, aber im Glauben unter 
dem Kreuz ftehen. Mit Schmerz müffen mir ihn leiden fehen, ja felbjt 
leiden. „Wer da mil... Kreuz auffih... nad.” Aber JEfus gibt 
reichlich Troft in Schmerz und Letd. 

2. 

a. „Da nun IEfus.. . gu fish”, 8.26. BEfus fieht feine ge- 
liebte Mutter, ihre Schmerzen und Sorgen. Voll Liebe verforgte er 
fie noch. „Siebe, .... . dein Sohn!” jagt er zu ihr. „Siehe, .. . deine 
Mutter!” jagt er zu Yohannes, feinem lieben Sünger, der fie auf der 
Stelle annahm. Go genießt fie Liebe, Troft und Fiirjorge von ihrem 
Sohn im Alter. 

b. Ehriftus leidet felbjt am fehwerften; doch hat er Mitleid mit 
den andern: mit den Hagenden Weibern; mit den Kreugigern: „Vater, 
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vergib ihnen... .. tun“; bier mit feiner Mutter. Cr denkt nicht an feine 
Leiden, fondern an diejenigen der Seinen. © dies liebende Heilands- 
herz! Wie hat er dann fdon an ung gedacht! Er hat fein Leben nicht 
geachtet, nur in Liebe auf uns gefehen. „Da& wir würden losgezählet, 
haft du mollen fein gequalet.” Und wenn damals fdjon, wieviel mehr 
jest, da ex frei ift, auf dem Thron feiner Herrlichkeit, wird er ung fehen, 
barmherzig fein! — Hat er im Leiden an fo Geringe3, an irdifche Ver- 
forgung, gedacht, fo wird er jeßt nicht nur an unfere irdifche, fondern 
aud an unfere ewige Verforgung denfen; er wird uns nicht Waifen 
laffen, fondern ung einen gnädigen Vater im Himmel, eine Heimat 
droben zumeijen, durch fein Leiden verdient. Cr mill diejenigen, die 
ihm nadfolgen und dabei verlaffen find und leiden müflen, gut ver- 
forgen. Gr tut eg gern durch Menfchen, die er liebhat und die ihn Tieb- 
haben. Willft du gern den Wunfch deines jterbenden Heilandes er=- 
füllen, jo laß deine Eltern nicht Not leiden; nimm bon Stund’ an did) 
aller derer an, die um Chrifti willen leiden; das ift ebenfo, als wäre 
e3 ihm getan. 


6. 
Luk, 23, 49—56. 

»Diefer it gefebt gu... offenbar werden“, jagt Simeon. YCfus 
am Kreuz ift jenes Zeichen; an Chrijto miiffen aller Herzen Gedanken 
offenbar werden. „Wer nicht mit mir... mid.” Das zeigte fich fon 
an den beiden Schächern. Ieder Menfch wird ein Teilnehmer am Kreuz 
und Leiden SEfu: die einen, indem fie ihn verraten, jchlagen uftv.; die 
andern jo, daß fie bei feinem Kreuze ftehen, feine Blut- und Schweiß: 
tropfen abwifchen, ihn begraben helfen — im Glauben ihn anjdauen. 


Die gläubigen Weiber al3 Teilnehmer an der Paffion IEju. 


1. Sie [hauen feinem Leiden zu. 
2. Sie helfen feinen Zeihnam begraben. 


= 


a. Nicht bloß mitleidige, aber ungläubige Weiber aus Yerujalem 
find mit ICfu nach Golgatha gezogen, fondern nebft der Mutter Maria 
nod etliche Weiber aus Galiläa, bon denen einige mit Namen genannt 
find: Maria aus Magdala, von weldder YEfus fieben Teufel ausge 
trieben hatte; Maria, des Kleophas (Dftergefhichte) Weib; Maria, 
die Mutter de3 Heinen Yafobus; Salome, auch manchmal Maria ges 
nannt, die Mutter der Kinder Bebedai, alfo des Johannes, der auch bei 
SEefu Kreuz ftand. Dazu andere Viingerinnen aus Galiläa, die SCfu 
bis nad) Serufalem, bis ans Kreuz, bis zum Tode getreu, nadjgefolgt 
waren. Wie der Maria von Bethanien die Salbung, fo twird diefen 
Weibern die Handreihung nachgeriihmt. Sie haben wohl ICjum mit 
Speife und Kleidern verforgt (vgl. Zuf. 8,3), von jeher ein paffendes 
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Werk frommer Frauen (Sunamitin, Witwe zu Zarpath), daß fie geift- 
lichen Lehrern dienen. 

b. Wie fie in feinem eben dem HExrn gedient haben, fo wollen 
dieje Weiber zu feinem Dienft ihm auch im Sterben nahe fein. Zu- 
nadft fonnen fie nur ftille Teilnehmer fein tie die Mutter Maria. Gie 
fHauen SEju Leiden auf Golgatha (Aufzählung der lebten: Schmähung, 
Sinfterniz, Verlajfenfein). Zulebt fehen fie, wie er unter wunderbaren 
Umftänden jtirbt; fie hören das Bekenntnis des Sauptmanns, fehen da3 
Öffnen der Seite mit dem Speer. 

e. Sie „jtehen von ferne”, nidt aus Furdt (dann wären fie gar 
nicht dagetvefen) ; fie find mutiger als die Künger. Sonit ijt Frauen= 
natur jchwach, jte fonnen felten Wunden und Blut anfehen. Diefe fehen 
alles voll Teilnahme. Auch ihnen ijt es wie ein Schwert durch die 
©eele gegangen. — Wer an JCjum glaubt, den nimmt er nicht nur mit 
nad Serufalem, wo man ihm gujubelt, fondern auch mit nach Golgatha, 
mo das Volk Ipottet, wo Chriftus leidet. Wem KEfus exit als Heiland 
hilft, der foll ihm wieder helfen mit Handreichung; für den geht e3 ohne 
Kreuz nicht ab. Wohl leidet ACfus alles für ung, rettet ung, aber mir 
alle, auch von Natur fdwadh, follen mit ihm leiden, durch Glauben und 
Liebe recht jtarf gemacht werden. 

2. 


a. Hier haben mir das lebte Stic der Paffionsgefdhichte: das Be- 
grabnis Chrijti. Die Weiber felbft haben das nicht beforgt. Sie hätten 
e3 tun dürfen. SEfum freuzigen, war Sünde, ihn begraben, war nicht 
Sünde. Die Männer begruben ihn, die Weiber taten dabei Hand= 
fangerdienfte. Kurze Schilderung des Begrabnifjes in Sofephs Garten. 
Bulebt jehen jich die Weiber noch alles genau an, dann gehen fie heim, 
um nad) dem Gefeb am Gabbat zu ruhen, felbft von der lieben Arbeit, 
SEfum zu falben. Gleich nad) dem Feft wollten fie die Salbung voll- 
enden. 

‘b. Damit ehren fie ICfum: Durch ihre Gegentvart bei feinem 
Zeiden, dur) ihr Gefolge bei jeinem Begräbnis; da ermweilen fie ihm 
„die lebte Ehre“. SEfus, in Schmad) geftorben, die feine Feinde ihm 
angetan haben, ijt doch bon den gläubigen Frauen ftill geehrt worden. 
Das gereicht ihnen zur Ehre. Die Jünger, die Treue gefdhtvoren haben 
bis zum Tod, fehlen; die fchtvaden Weiber dagegen find da. — Durd 
ein Weib ift die Sünde in die Welt gefommen, aber die PBajjions- 
gefchichte zeigt, „hie ift nicht Mann nod) Weib, denn ihr fetd allzumal 
einer in Ehrifto fu". Weiber find Miterlöfte, Miterben Chrifti; 
ja fie haben oft größeren Glauben, mehr Liebe und Beltändigfeit be- 
tiefen als männliche Jünger IEfu. — Zwar auch dem Glauben diefer 
Weiber haftete Schwachheit an: fie glaubten nicht an die Wuferftehung 
am dritten Tage, fonft hätten fie nicht an das Salben gedadt. BEjus 
überfieht dag und ehrt fie damit, daß ihnen die erfte Kundfchaft von 
feiner Wuferftehung und feine erjte Erfhheinung am Oftermorgen gu- 
teil wird. 
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c. Heißt e3 von den Weibern: „Sie waren ftille nach dem Gejeß“, 
fo ift das durd) Chrifti Erlöfung anders geworden. Nicht nad) dem 
Gefeß, fondern nad dem Evangelium dürfen wir alle ruben. Gie 
mußten erjt arbeiten, dann ruben; mir ruben erjt in der Gnade SEfu, 
dann dienen wir. — Wie fie JEfu Grab fdmiicen, fo fgmüden mir 
unfere Graber als Rubeftätten. — Ale, Mann und Weib, mögen 
SEjum als Heiland ehren in feinem Leiden, ihm glauben, mit ihm 
leben, mit ihm sterben, bi3 dahin ihm dienen durch Handreihung, zum 
Dank als felige Teilnehmer feiner Leiden. &. Ulbridt. 


Dispofitionen über die fieben Sendfchreiben. 


Biertes Sendidreiben. 
Dffenb. 2, 18—29. 

Der HErr der Kirche führt fic) bei diefer Gemeinde ein als der 
Sohn Gottes, der Allerhidjte, als foniglider Nichter, der alles faut, 
erfdaut und durchfdhaut, aud) die Finfterni3, und dejjen Born entbrannt 
ijt, der ein furchtbar vernichtendes Strafgericht abhalten wird mit feinen 
Feinden, au inden Gemeinden. Er wird fie mit glühenden Füßen 
gertreten. Das jagt er der Gemeinde zu Thyatira, um damit glei) an= 
gudeuten, daß er im Zorn mit ihr reden wird. In diefer Gemeinde 
finden wir die Greuel bon Pergamu3 in „vermehrter und verböferter 
Auflage“. So höret denn in ehrerbietigem Auffgauen zu dem Herrn 
Heren 


Des Herrn Botichaft an die eine Tenfel3prophetin duldende Gemeinde 
gu Thyatira. 
1. Shredlid jteht es in diefer Gemeinde. 
2. Furdtbare Strafe wird über fie fommen. 
3. Doh Langmut wird er den Treuen erzeigen. 


1. 


2.8.19. Die eigentlide Gemeinde. Das ijt die Ge- 
jamtheit der wahren Chriften zu Thyatira, die Herzensgläubigen. Diefe 
waren fleißig in allen guten Werfen; übten fic) in der Liebe zu Gott 
und dem Nächten, auch gegen ihre Feinde; waren eifrig, Gottes Wort 
gu hören und auszubreiten; hielten Glauben in jdtwerer Verfolgungs- 
zeit; ertrugen alle Leiden in Geduld — und dies alles je Langer, je 
mehr. 3 war dort eine feine Chriftengemeinde entftanden und hatte 
fid mehr und mehr erbaut zu einer Behaufung Gottes im Geift. — Das 
gilt von allen Heiligen Gottes in jeder Ortsgemeinde. Diefe find in 
Gottes Augen die Gemeinde. Die andern haben fich ihnen angehängt 
ie der Dred ans Wagenrad; find das Unkraut unter dem Weizen. 
Gott fet Dank, dak nad) der Zufage des HErrn diefe Heiligen Gottes 
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in jeder Ortögemeinde, wo das Ehangelium gepredigt wird, vorhanden 
find, wenn e8 aud) nur gtvet oder drei find! Sonjt müßte der „Engel 
der Gemeinde” verzmeifeln. 

b. 8.20. Die Teufelsprophetin. Cine Xfebel, gleich in 
jedem Stück jener altteftamentliden, 1 Rin. 21,25 (man erzähle bon 
ihr), war in diefer Gemeinde aufgeftanden und gab vor, eine Rrophetin 
gu fein, neue Offenbarungen erhalten zu haben. Sie hatte aber nicht 
den Heiligen Geijt, fondern den unfauberen Geijt der Hölle. Sie Iebte 
in den „Tiefen Satans“ und 30g die Kinder Gottes in diefe fatanifchen 
Ziefen mit hinein. Sie lehrte Hurerei und Göbenopfer als höhere 
Stufe des Chrijtentums, als hohe, wichtige, verborgene Geheimniffe. 
Sie lehrte, wie die Nifolaiten, Fleijhesbrunjt müffe durch Befriedigung 
derjelben überwunden werden; fo nur werde man der fiindliden Brunft 
frei. Welche Teufeleil — Da e3 aber Fleifchesreligion war, fo fielen 
ihr viele in der Gemeinde zu, um, wie fie jagten, diefer Siinde fatt, 
überdrüffig, zu werden und endlid fein Verlangen mehr dana zu 
haben! Go fünne man die Heiden für das Chriftentum fchnell ge=' 
foinnen! — Werfiihrer zu jolden Greueln gibt e3 in vielen Gemeinden. 
Das find Teufel in Menjfchengeftalt — Werfucher, Berfiihrer. Sie 
Iofen und reizen, befonder3 junge Chrijten, die Dem Teufel und feinem 
Werf und Wejen siweimal feterlic) abgejagt haben, in die Tiefen 
Satans. Und viele fallen ihnen zur Beute. Mit den „unfchuldi=- 
gen” (?) Tänzen fängt e8 an; da wird die natürliche Luft zur Brunjt 
Zur Fieberhite gefteigert. Kein Wunder, daß dann fo viele in Hurerei 
fallen! Hat doch der Teufel auch Mittel an die Hand gegeben, Schtwan- 
gerfdjaft zu verhüten und jo den fichtbaren Folgen vorzubeugen, die 
Sünde bor Menfdenaugen zu verbergen. Auch derartige Mittel werden 
von folden Gliedern angewendet. Tiefen Satan! 


2. 


a. 8. 21. Die Gnadenfrift. Der OErr hatte aud mit 
diejem Teufelsweib Geduld; er mollte fie retten aus den „Banden der 
Finfternis“. Er ließ fie ernftlich warnen und zur Buße rufen. Aber 
fie lieB nicht bon ihrer Teufelslehre, nicht von ihren Greueln. Gie war 
„berfauft, nur übel zu tun”, 1 Kön. 21,25. Satan hielt fie auf „dem 
Bett der Wollujt”, zeigte ihr immer neue Tiefen der Unreinigfeit. — 
Wie warnen doch alle treuen Paftoren mit Flehen und Tränen dieje 
Luftdiener in Predigten und Beichtanmeldungen, ja [don — vorbeugend 
— im Ronfirmandenunterridt. Aber ach! fo viele hören nit. E3 ift 
fo fiver, gerade bon diefer Sünde loszufommen, mern jemand ihr ber- 
fallen ijt. Der Teufel hält joldhe Menjhhen ans „Luftlager” gefeffelt. 
XE&fum, der fie freimahen fann, haben fie bertworjen; gegen den Hei- 
Yigen Geift, der an ihnen mächtig arbeitet, verjtoden fie fid. Sie tollen 
in der Sünde bleiben, weil e8 dem Fleifch gefällt, obgleich ihr Gemilfen 
bon Zeit zu Zeit jehreit: Du bift ein verdammter Teufelöfnecht! 


10 
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b. 3. 21. Die Sünde der Gemeinde. Du läßt dies 
Satansiweib gewähren, meine Knete zu verführen. Du lapt die 
Simde, obgleich fie fo offenbar ift, daß fie gen Himmel fchreit und ftinft, 
weiter zu, immer mehr ihr verfallen. Du tuft nicht hinaus, was jo 
offenbar böfe ift. — Das Blut diefer Menfchen flebt an euren Händen, 
weil ihr das ungejtraft hingehen laßt, wenngleich ihr euch nicht daran 
beteiligt. Won euch mu ich das Blut diefer Menfden fordern! — 
Was tut unfere Gemeinde gegen folche Verfiihrer bisher unfduldiger 
Madden und Knaben? Was tun wir gegen das Tanguntwefen, tvo- 
durch, wie die Polizei und Richter bezeugen, 90 Prozent aller Ge- 
fallenen zu Fall gefommen find? Geht die Gemeinde bis zum Bann? 

c. B. 22.238. Die gerehte Strafe. Hier wird diejer Pro- 
phetin und ihren Anhängern das Urteil gefprochen, und bald wird e3 der 
Herr ausführen — hier fhon. Von ihrem Bett der Wolluft will der 
Herr fie auf ein Bett der Qual werfen wegen der begangenen Greuel, 
Spr. 7,16; Amos 6,4. Schredlihe Schmerzen foll fie ausitehen. Wher 
auch die, welche mit ihr gehurt haben, follen famt den Hurenfindern um- 
fommen. Sie follen ihrer Kinder beraubt werden. So will der HErr 
ein Exempel feiner Strafgerechtigfeit jtatuieren, daS allen Gemeinden 
befannt werden foll, namlich zur Warnung. Sie follen daran erfennen, 
daß der HErr Herzen und Nieren prüft, die Lüfte wohl fennt und un= 
bußfertige Sünder zu feiner Zeit nach gewährter Bußfrijt hier und dort 
furdtbar jtrafen wird; daß er ein eiferfüchtiger Gott ijt, der die Sünde 
der Vater und Mütter Hheimfucht an den Kindern bid ins dritte und 
vierte Glied. — Das tut der HErr nod heute. Er ftraft die Hurer mit 
efelhaften, qualvollen Krankheiten. Junge Leute, fragt euren Arzt, 
wenn ihr mir nicht glauben wollt! Auch die Kinder miiffen büßen für 
die Hurenfünden der Eltern. Oft jterben fie frühzeitig eine jämmer- 
lichen Todes. Sie tragen ein furchtbares zerjtörendes Gift in fi. Gott 
ft noch heute ein jchneller Zeuge wider die Hurer und Chebredjer. 
© hört doch, die ihr Ohren Habt zu hören! Laßt ab von euren Sünden, 
ehe e3 zu fpat iftl „Srret euch nicht, Gott lagt fic) nicht fpotten!“ 
Lied 229, 3. 

3. 

a. B.24. Die gnädige Schonung der Treuen. Diefe 
haben fic) verjündigt, indem fie jene Teufelsprophetin gewähren liegen 
und einen folden Pfuhl der Unreinigfeit in ihrer Mitte duldeten. Gie 
follen das reumütig befennen, e3 fich leid fein laffen; dann mill der 
HErr nicht auf fie werfen eine andere Laft (Strafe) als diefe Strafrede 
und die fid) aus der Schande bon felbft ergebenden Folgen für die Ge- 
meinde. Er mill Langmut üben und es ihnen als Schwachheitsfünde, 
alg Mangel an Erfenntnis, vergeben. Ja, gütig und barmberzig ift der 
Herr, geduldig und langmiitig. Die Treuen werden, naddem fie ihr 
Unrecht erfannt haben, in ihrer laren Zucht nicht verharren, fondern die 
Böfen hinaustun. — Bisher hat der HErr aud an ung fo gehandelt. 
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Seine Barmderzigfeit ijt e3, dak e3 nicht Längft fdjon aus ift mit unferer 
Gemeinde. O twiebiel haben wir in larer Gemeindezucht verfäumt und 
dadurch Vlutfchulden auf ung geladen! Wollte der SErr all das Blut 
bon uns, den font im Glauben Treuen, fordern, wir würden vergehen 
müjjen. Gott fei una Sündern gnadig! 

b. 8. 25—29. Die Iodende BVerheifung. Haltet, mas 
ihr in mir habt, bis ich fomme mit einem feligen Stündlein oder dem 
Süngiten Tag! Ihr follt reichlich entfchädigt werden für alle Schmadh 
und alle Leiden, die ihr um meinetivillen erduldet Habt. Der HErr mill 
uns zu Mitregenten über alle Bölfer machen; mir follen mit ihm alle 
jeine Feinde richten, Pi.2. WLS itberwinder will der HErr ung vor aller 
Welt herrlich Halten. Nach der Nacht der Trübfal foll uns der Morgen- 
tern, das HimmelZlidt, das der HErr durd fein Blut für uns erivorben 
bat, werden. Hört, was der Geijt unferer Gemeinde heute ge- 
jagt hat! (Lied 282,2.3.) R. Piehler. 


Tüunftes Sendidreiben. 
Dffenb. 3, 1—6. 

3.1. Wiederum führt fich der HErr auf höchft feierliche Weife auch 
bei diefer Gemeinde ein. Er hat die fieben Geifter Gottes, ijt mit dem 
Heiligen Geift gefalbt ohne Map; alle verjchiedenen Gaben und Seg- 
nungen des Heiligen Geijtes liegen in ihm befchlojfen. Er hat auch die 
jieben PBaftoren der Gemeinden in feiner Hand; fie find feine Diener. 
hm allein follen fie leben, fich aufgehren; ihm miifjen fie Redenjchaft 
geben über ihren Dienjt und über den Zujtand der Gemeinde, die er 
ihnen befohlen hat, daß fie adthaben auf fich felbjt und auf die Herde 
mie aud) auf die Lehre. Sit der Paftor mit [Huld an dem Berderben 
der Gemeinde, durch Larheit in Lehre und Geelforge, fo will der HErr 
das Blut der Verlornen von feiner Hand fordern. Denn er hat ihn zum 
Wächter gefebt. Jn der Gemeinde zu Sardes, im Lande Lydien, fah 
eS überaus erfehredlich aus. 


Das Sendfdreiben an die geiftlich tote Gemeinde gu Sardes. 


1. Das furze, fharfe Urteil. 
2. Die überaus ernfte Warnung. 
3. Die hergbewegende Aufforderung Zur Treue. 


LU; 

2.8.1. Die Namendriften. Der Herr läßt fi} nicht durch 
äußeren Schein narren und betrügen. Cr weiß die Werke der Glieder 
diefer Gemeinde. Glaubensiwerfe find es nicht, darum aud) nicht aus 
Liebe zu ihm berrichtet. Heuchelierfe tie die der Yuden, leerer Schein! 
Wohl hatte die Gemeinde den Namen, daß fie lebe; fie hatte einen guten 
Namen bei den umliegenden Gemeinden. Man nannte fie „lebendig“, 
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ftellte fie andern al8 Vorbild Hin. Ihr Pajtor war ein vielbeneideter 
Mann. Mit den Finanzen ftand e3 bortreffli; alles wurde aufs 
foftematifchite betrieben. Das fogiale Leben ftand in hoher Blüte. Es 
ging auperft Iebhaft zu; e8 war eine „rührige” Gemeinde. Andere 
fudten ihr nachzueifern. — Welch ein getreues Bild vieler Gemeinden 
unferer Zeit! Blict auf die Seftengemeinden! Left, mas die firchlichen 
Beitichriften und die weltlichen Zeitungen an ihnen zu rühmen haben: 
große eingefchriebene Seelenzahl, einen prachtvollen Tempel, eine 
mwunderfchöne Gemeindehalle, fanitare Küche und alle mögliden Cin- 
richtungen für gefelliges Leben, große Schaubühne, einen Wandelbilder- 
apparat: alles — bis zum fpiegelglatten Tanzfaall Das Vereins- 
wefen fteht in Blüte; eine Menge Komiteen find an der Arbeit; das 
Finanzmwefen ift aufs befte geordnet; die joziale Arbeit floriert. Welch 
eine Vielgefehäftigfeit, welches Leben! Ihr Paftor ift Hohberühmt, und 
die Gemeinde hat einen guten Namen in der Gegend und in ihrer 
eigenen Kircchengemeinfhaft. Wohl eine Gemeinde, aber vie die zu 
Sardes! — Gibt e3 folde Gemeinden auch in unferer Synode, die 
außerlih, vor Menfcenaugen, jo hoch, jo „lebendig“ daftehen? Vieles 
jebt Gefagte follte fid) in allen Gemeinden finden, 3.8. ein reges Ge- 
meindeleben; aber e3 muß anders fein alS dasjenige zu Sardes und 
in vielen Gemeinden unferer Zeit. Wenn die Hauptfache fehlt, der bor 
Gott geltende Kern, dann ift all das Gleipende fchredliher als 
nichts, Gott ein Greuel, blopes Namendrijtentum, Formenfade, 
Heucheleil 

b.®.1. „Du bift tot!” Schredlich, was der Herzensfündiger 
hier urteilt! Diefe jo lebendig fcheinende Gemeinde war geiftlich tot, ja 
tot! &3 war Leben in der Gemeinde, aber nicht das Leben aus Gott, 
aus dem Glauben, aus der Liebe. Der alte Adam war gefhäftig; denn 
das alles fann der auch tun; und dann, wie fromm fieht er doch dabei 
aus, der alte Heucdhler! Der HErr urteilt alfo, dak in der Gemeinde 
zu Sardes der große Haufe nur Namenz, nur Scheindrijten find. Er 
wird e3 wohl miffen! Nur Werke im Glauben (Kat., Fr. 180) find 
gottgefallig. Der wahre Glaube, aus tweldhem die Liebe al3 Kenn= 
zeichen fließt, macht Kinder Gottes, verleibt in die Gemeinde der Heiz 
figen ein. Mag alles andere, fonjt Schöne und Lobenswerte in einer 
Gemeinde im Schtwange gehen, fehlt der Glaube, der lebendige Glaube, 
fo fieht Gott nicht gnädiglih an Kain und fein Opfer. G8 ijt ja nur der 
Schein der Gottfeligfeit, aber feine Kraft verleugnen fie. Namen- 
Hrijten find Tote in Gottes Augen. Wehe, es gibt Selbitbetrugl — 
Bon wie vielen Gemeinden unferer Synode mag wohl der HErr, der 
Mehrzahl der Glieder nach, auch fo urteilen! ft nicht gar vieles in 
unjerm Gemeindeleben auf den alten Adam eingeftellt? Bit nicht die 
Vielgejhäftigfeit, das Yntereffe am größten, wenn e8 gilt, dem alten 
Adam einen großen, guten Tag zu bereiten? Wird nicht viel mehr für 
Unterhaltungen als für das Seelenheil gearbeitet? Sit nidt der Zu- 
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lauf am größten, wenn e3 gilt, den Augen und dem Fleifd Luft zur be- 
reiten? Vergleiche Bibelflafjen, Gottesdienftbefuch und Unterhaltungen! 
Wann ift die Halle gefüllt? Arten nicht die Unterhaltungen unter ung 
fdjon in weltliche Theater aus? Sagt man nit fhon unter ung, man 
miiffe vieles gulafjen, um die Leute bei der Kirche zu erhalten? Gottes 
Wort tut es alfo nicht mehr! ft es nicht fchredlich, die Welt in der 
Kirche zu organifieren, um den Haufen zufammenzuhalten? Was ijt 
geivonnen, wenn man den Leuten in der Kirche bietet, twas die Welt hat? 
Sit eS nicht beffer, man lagt die Verlorengehenden außerhalb ftatt inner- 
halb der Kirche verloren gehen? — Sit nicht fehr viel Namendriftentum 
unter un3? Lat da3 Gemifien reden! 


= 


2.8.2. Wache auf und ftärfel Der größte Teil der Ge- 
meinde var tot; ein anderer Teil lag im Sterben! Ahr Glaubenglicht 
fladerte nur nod. Sie waren am ,,€ntidlafen”! Der Baftor foll auf- 
wachen und alle jeine Kraft und Zeit den Toten und im Sterben Liegen- 
den zur Crtvedung widmen. Gr hat feine Beit, Mllotria zu treiben. 
Das Gejeß muß donnern und bliten; die bom Satan ihnen aufgejebte 
Brille muß von den Augen gerijfen werden. Aus ihrer Sicherheit und 
Gelbjthetrug müjjen fie aufgefdrect werden mit Macht. Sie miiffen 
hören, daß all ihr Gottesdienft, ihr Hören und Beten, und ihr Eifer 
Gott ein Greuel ijt, weil e3 bei ihnen nur Form und Schein ift, teil 
ihr Herz nidjts davon fpiirt, weil Glaube und Liebe zu Gott fehlen. — 
Wud in unfern Gemeinden find geijtlic Tote und Sterbende. Wie falt 
und herglos ijt doch der Gottesdienft fo vieler! Wie viele find nur 
Hörer, aber nicht Täter des Wortes! Wie viele tröften fich damit, dap 
fie Gemeindeglieder und Rirchganger find! Da tröften fich wohl auch 
Pastor und Gemeinde mit dem Außerlich guten Schein! Nicht jo! Der 
Pastor und die Lebenden müfjen wachen und ftärfen — oder eS ift alles 
verloren. Das Wort muß auf den Plan, öffentlich und fonderlich! Die 
toten Glieder miiffen abgejchnitten werden, fie verderben fonjt den 
ganzen Leib. Sebt ijt die Beit; lapt uns machen! Satan bat unfer 
begehrt, er twill uns &loroformieren und fehmerzlos töten. 

b. 6.38. Herzen3buße. Nur durd Bue fann neues Leben 
entitehen. Wir miiffen mit denen zu Sardes denfen an die große Gnade, 
die wir empfangen haben, an das, was Gott uns in feinem Wort fagt. 
Da fagt er, daß nur die wahren Gläubigen jeine Kinder und Glieder 
der Gemeinde der Heiligen find. Alle Gläubigen, aber auch nur die 
Gläubigen, gehören dazu. Das Reich Gottes ift intwendig, fommt nicht 
mit äußeren Gebärden, mit äußerem Schein, mit Scheintätigfeit und 
Gepränge. — Sa, wir müffen gewiß Hagen, wenn tir uns und unfere 
Gemeinden anfehen: Lied 166,1. Noch ift die Gnadenzeit, Zeit zur 
Umkehr. Ach, wir wollen Buße tun! Wir haben es fo fehr nötig. Der 
HErr warnt ung fo eindringlid). 


150 Riteratur. 


e.B.3b. Die Drohung. Werden wir nicht Buße tun, fondern 
im Namendriftentum beharren, fo wird der HErr plößlich, wie ein Dieb, 
uneriwartet, über unfere Gemeinde und Synode fommen und uns meg- 
werfen. Nicht die Größe, nicht der gute Name, den wir haben, wird uns 
retten. Nur Herzensbuße, indem wir uns felbjt fraft des Heiligen 
Geijtes aufraffen und ung vor den Riß ftellen, das einreigende Namen- 
Griftentum aufhalten, ausfdalten. Geistliche Leben in unfere Ge- 
meinden bringen dDurch3 Wort! 

2.8.4.5. Die übrigen nad der Wahl. Doh, Gott fei 
Dank, auch in diefer toten Gemeinde gab e3 noch übrige nad) der Wahl. 
C3 waren nod etliche wahre Chrijten da, die die Kleider der Geredtig- 
feit, die fie in der Taufe angezogen, nicht befudelt hatten. Dieje follen 
mit ihm, dem HCren, in Herrlichkeit wandeln. Gie jollen unter der 
Bahl derer fein, die in weißen Kleidern bor ihm ftehen, aus allen 
Bölfern. Ahr Name fol nicht wie der Name fo vieler in ihrer toten 
Gemeinde aus dem Lebensbuch getilgt werden. Vor dem Vater und 
den Engeln will er fie alZ die Seinen anerfennen. 

b.B.6. Der Wedruf. Hört es, ihr Toten! Des HErrn Wort 
will euch wie den Lazarus wieder aufmeden. Ahr Sterbenden, des 
HErrn Wort fann euch neue Lebenskraft geben! Ihr Sicheren, hort: 
nicht äußere Zugehörigkeit zu diefer Gemeinde macht euch zu Gottes 
Kindern, fondern Herzensbuße, Reue und Glaube! Ahr Treuen, ftärft 
die Schwachen und mwißt, daß die ewige Herrlichkeit eud) Beharrenden 
beborjteht. ied 436, 1. R. Rie hler. 


———[ 
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Synodalhandhud der Cv.-Luth. Synode von Miffouri, Ohio und andern 
Staaten. Fünfte, völlig umgearbeitete Auflage. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. Preis: 90 Cts. 


Das Refultat ungeheurer Arbeit liegt hier vor. Ein paar Blice in das 
Buch genügen, den Lefer davon zu überzeugen, daß die Revifton, refp. Herftellung 
diefes Werkes mühfame Detailarbeit erforderte. Dem Komitee, bejonders D. Für: 
bringer, gebührt der aufrichtige Dank der Synode. Das ausführliche, von P. €. 
Edhardt beforgte Negifter erhöht den Wert des Buches. Möge es bald weit und 
breit zu finden fein! U. 


Special Problems of the Christian Day-School. By Paul T. Buszin, 
O. H. Seltz, A. A. Grossmann, Th. Kuehnert, and Paul E. Kretzmann. 
Concordia Teachers’ Library, Vol. 8. Bound in cloth. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, net, $1.00, plus postage. 


„No one will complain that we have a superabundance of books dealing 
with the peculiar tasks and problems of our Christian day-schools. While 
books on education, viewed as to general aspects, are indeed more than 
legion and a Federal law prohibiting the printing of further books on this 
subject within the next ten years might almost seem justified, the case is 
different with regard to works which are designed to further the interests 
of our parochial schools. The contents of the volume under review will 
be found informing and important. The book consists of five parts. Part 1, 


~ 
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written by Superintendent Paul T. Buszin, treats of “The Status of the 
Christian Day-school”; Part 2, from the pen of Rev. C. H. Seltz, is super- 
scribed, “The Christian Day-school Plant”; Part 3, furnished by Super- 
intendent A. A. Grossmann, treats of “Present-day Tendencies and Their 
Influence on Our Schools”; Part 4 is written by Superintendent Theo. 
Kuehnert, whose theme is: “Our Schools in Their Relation to Other Edu- 
cational Agencies”; Part 5 is contributed by Dr. Kretzmann, who describes 
the “Up-to-Date Christian Teacher.” May the book be given a warm wel- 
come in the circles for which it is intended! A. 


Physical Training for Public Speakers. By Martin 8. Sommer. Order 
from the author or from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 65 cts. 


This excellent little book wishes to serve as a guide especially to 
theological students and the clergy in their efforts to attend to the 
physical training which as public speakers they cannot do without. It is 
interspersed with blank pages for additional notes. The author, Professor 
Sommer, instructor in public speaking at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
says very well in the preface: “The physical training of the public speaker 
is neither the most important, nor is it the most laborious or extended part 
of a public speaker’s course; but that attention which it actually requires 
it should receive.” The helpfulness of the manual will immediately appear 
if I mention the titles of some of the fourteen chapters: Vocal Organs; 
Breathing; Articulation; How May One Avoid the Pulpit-tone? Some 
welcome selections for practise are appended. May the booklet experience 
a wide sale! A. 


Die redjte Weltanihauung. Vortrag, gehalten auf der Delegatenfynode 1923 
von F. Pieper. 

Following the Faith of Our Fathers. A paper read at the convention 
of the Missouri Synod in Fort Wayne in June, 1923, by Prof. F. 
Bente. Beide Vorträge find zu beziehen bom Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. Brei: Se 10 Cts. 


wei berühmte Referate! jagt unfer Verlagshaus mit Recht. Sie find ein 
treffliches Mittel, Fremde mit unferer Stellung befannt zu machen. Wir Mif- 
fourier felbft aber follten fie ftudieren, um unfere Lehre von neuem an der Schrift 
zu prüfen und unfere Erfenntnis der Wahrheit zu vertiefen. A. 


The Proof-Texts of the Catechism with a Practical Commentary. 
Vol. II. By Lowis Wessel, Professor at Concordia College, Spring- 
field, Ill. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


It is not necessary to give a long characterization of Vol. II of this 
work, because Vol. I has had a wide circulation and has been in the hands 
of preachers and teachers for several years. While Vol.I presented dis- 
cussions which had appeared in the Theological Quarterly, most of the 
material found in Vol. II has not as yet been before the public. Vol. II 
concludes the series of expositions of the proof-texts found in our synod- 
ical Catechism, treating those texts which relate to the last four Chief 
Parts. I should like to urge all ministers and teachers to purchase and 
study these two volumes. Professor Wessel, who has held the chair of 
English Literature at our Springfield seminary for a number of years, 
writes in lucid, crisp, and idiomatic English, and no one will read his 
book without being benefited in point of language. What is more im- 
portant, the exegetical material is both doctrinally sound and stimulating, 
usually opening long vistas of thought to the reader. From the homi- 
letical view-point it is hardly possible to overestimate these studies. Many 
of the proof-texts examined here occur in the regular Gospel-lessons of 
the church-year. Others are of such a nature that the pastor will choose 
them as texts in a series of sermons on so-called free texts, — all of which 
at once suggests the usefulness of these volumes to the preacher. The 
high value these studies possess for the conscientious teacher, who en- 
deavors to make his pupils see the Scripturalness of our Lutheran doc- 
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trines, needs but be mentioned to become at once apparent. Vol.I is still 
selling for $2.00. It is announced, however, that the price will soon be 
raised. Vol.II is offered for the low price of $1.60. On account of the 
high cost of production the edition is limited. A. 


Home Department Questions on Primary Leaflets. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 

Here the means is provided to reach such little children as live at 
too great a distance to attend the Sunday-school. The question sheets 
are to accompany the Primary Leaflets of the Concordia Publishing House 
Sunday-school Series. They are sold only in complete sets of 8 lessons to 
the set. Price, 5 cts. per set. A. 


Ein rechter Freundeshrief. Cin wirklich an einen vormaligen Lehrer und jegiges 
Glied der Elks gejchriebener Brief. Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, Mo. rei8: 5 &t3,; Dugend: 48 Cts.; 100: $3.33 und Porto. 

Ein Abdrud eines im „Lutheraner“ erfchienenen Artikels, der hoffentlid aud 

als Pamphlet gute Dienfte tun wird. 2. 


My Savior Lives! A Complete Program for Children’s Easter Services. 
By H.R. Charlé. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price: 
Single copies, 5 cts.; dozen, 50 cts.; 100, $3.50, plus postage. 

This service consists of hymns, songs, recitations, and dialogs. The 
material given is very appealing. A feature that will facilitate the memo- 
rizing of the text is that it is entirely in verse. Sample copies will gladly 
be furnished at request and special prices quoted. A. 


Our Missions in India. 


VANIYAMBADI. 


It was pointed out in former articles that our first missionaries 
in India were sent there with the instruction to open up work in 
hitherto unoccupied areas. Thus the sainted Rev. Naether chose 
Krishnagiri, in the Salem District of the Madras Presidency, while 
Rev. Mohn settled in Ambur and Rev. Kellerbauer in Barugur. Upon 
the accession of Rev. R. Freche to the number of our first missionaries 
from the Leipzig Lutheran Mission in 1898, Vaniyambadi was chosen 
after a thorough canvass of the North Arcot and Salem Districts. 
Vaniyambadi and Ambur are in the North Arcot District. 

Vaniyambadi lies on the Madras and Southern Maratta Railway, 
on the line running from Madras to Bangalore. It is 122 miles from 
Madras, 10 miles from Ambur, 22 miles from Barugur, and 32 miles 
from Krishnagiri. The inhabitants number about 20,000, of whom 
60 per cent. are said to be Mohammedans. But the people of the sur- 
rounding villages are all Hindus. 

Vaniyambadi is quite a trading-center, and numerous tanneries 
dot the immediate neighborhood of the town and are very conspicuous 
by their odor. The Palar (Milk River) flows through the town, divid- 
ing into three branches. When in 1903 or 1904 the dam at the Kolar 

Gold Fields (fifty miles up the river) broke, a flood lasting some ten 
hours played havoc with the houses and huts of the people and caused 
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great loss of life and property. The streets of the town are narrow, 
crooked, and filthy. There is no water or drainage system, and it is 
due, no doubt, to the penetrating rays of the hot Indian sun, which 
kill the disease germs, that plague, cholera, and other contagious 
diseases do not call for a greater number of victims during the year. 
There has been no plague here for the last four or five years; we have 
had only isolated cases, which were imported. Cholera, however, was 
here in 1922 and 1923. The able and well-directed efforts of the 
medical officers to stamp out the disease are nullified by the Gosha 
system of the Mohammedans, which keeps the women in absolute 
seclusion, without fresh air or light. 

When Rey. Freche came to Vaniyambadi, he found a passable 
bungalow to live in on the other side of the town, for which he had 
to pay thirty rupees a month; but later the rent was raised to fifty 
rupees — an outrageous price. But the Oriental everywhere has the 
gift of extracting money for value not received, be it labor or mer- 
chandise. So the first thing to do was to look for a suitable place 
which might be bought. Rev. Freche succeeded in securing from the 
government a plot of ground of 19.7 acres free from all charges. This 
plot of ground forms the present mission compound at Vaniyambadi. 
It is two miles from the railway station, along the road which leads 
to Bangalore. It is an ideal place to live in because it lies on an eleva- 
tion, and the congestion of the town and its concomitant perfumes 
with the noise and tamasha (procession, show) during the days of the 
idol festivals do not pester the missionary. The only drawback is that 
the 84-foot well does not yield enough water; in fact, it is of no use 
at all during the greater part of the year. The water question here 
has been the main cause of worries of the missionaries as well as of 
the Home Board from the beginning. A number of women coolies 
earry the water up the hill from wells a full quarter of a mile away 
in pots they balance on their heads. Part of the expense is borne by 
the missionary and part by the Home Board. The missionary con- 
ference will take up this “burning” question for discussion at its next 
conference. The compound was bare of all trees, but some were 
planted by Rev. Freche. The soil — well, it is practically rock, and 
the whole compound hardly boasts of enough soil even for a flower- 
pot. All earth has to be carted up. Growing flowers, trees, and vege- 
tables proves a man’s optimism here. 

Rev. Freche had such optimism, and the number of trees on the 
compound now bear witness to this fact. But his optimism showed 
itself more in another field of sowing and planting. From the begin- 
ning he was diligent about the Lord’s business, and although he writes 
in some of his earlier reports that there was not much visible fruit, 
still he went on preaching the Word. From the available records it 
appears that the first baptism of converts took place on Pentecost in 
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1901, when a family of seven souls was baptized. On September 29 
of the same year five more baptisms were recorded. 

At first services were conducted in the study of the missionary. 
When the attendance outgrew the capacity of this room, an outhouse, 
which had served as the dwelling of the missionary while he was build- 
ing the bungalow, was converted into a chapel with an altar and pulpit 
of masonry and even a small tower in which a bell was hung. This 
was the first chapel in the neighborhood of Vaniyambadı. It at- 
tracted many outsiders, who thus also heard of the way to life through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 

Rev. Freche conducted regular street-preaching. He had organ- 
ized a little band, composed of his two oldest boys, two or three 
teachers, and boys from the boarding-schools, who went with him on 
his preaching-tours and by their singing and musie attracted the vil- 
lagers, gathered a crowd, and helped proclaim the Gospel. 

In 1906 we also find a boarding-school for girls on the compound. 
Village schools were conducted in a number of villages. Some of 
these had to be abandoned again after a number of years. There was 
absolutely no response to the Gospel-message by the people. At the 
present time five village schools are conducted in the Vaniyambadi 
eireuit: in Thorayeri, Govindapuram, Konamedu, Valayampattu, and 
Nadupattarai. The number of children enrolled is about 150, some- 
times more, sometimes less. In Vaniyambadi proper is a complete 
elementary school with eight classes and five teachers; it has an enrol- 
ment of 90 boys. A year ago the enrolment was nearly 150. A Hindu 
teacher, who was dismissed for good reasons, published an article in 
a Tamil paper, stating that the pupils were compelled to sing and 
pray and read the Bible in our school and were taught to cease wor- 
shiping Siva and Vishnu; in addition, low-caste boys were being ad- 
mitted. Hereupon the number dropped to 60 practically overnight. 
The school is picking up again, however, but it has not yet become 
the factor for evangelizing that the missionary would like to see it. 

In 1913 Rev. Freche was privileged to dedicate his first village 
chapel in Thorayeri. At present there are 60 souls in Thorayeri con- 
fessing Jesus; 30 of these are communicants. In Govindapuram 
there are 62 souls and 30 communicants; in Konamedu, 8 souls and 
3 communicants; in Valayampattu, 13 souls and 5 communicants. 

Rev. Freche labored here for eighteen years. In 1916 he returned 
to America, where he served our Synod as pastor and in other capaci- 
ties until the Lord called him to the home above. His end came in 
1923. He was a faithful servant, filled with sympathy for the un- 
happy people of this country. In eternity he will, no doubt, see more 
fruit of his labors than the Lord vouchsafed him to see here. 

During the twenty-five years that Vaniyambadi has been occupied 
by the Missouri mission the following men have worked here: Rev. A. 
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Huebener, who had charge of the station while Rev. Freche was on 
furlough in 1904—05; Rev. F. Forster, who built the second bunga- 
low here in 1903. From 1916 to 1921 the station was without a mis- 
sionary. Rev. E. Ludwig was to be stationed here, but the Lord, in 
His unsearchable wisdom, called him home in 1919. During these 
years the missionaries from Ambur did what was in their power to 
keep the work going. In March, 1921, the undersigned came here. 
Rey. E. A. Noffke, now in Krishnagiri, lived here, too, till 1922, spend- 
ing his time in learning the language and repairing the second bun- 
galow. Rev. F. Blaess lived here since June of last year, also learning 
the language and working his field on the other side of Ambur from 
here. He will remove to Ambur next month. 

On the 6th of this month Rev. A. Brux arrived here. But his 
work is to be among the Mohammedan population and is an entirely 
new work in our mission. May the Lord grant him great success in 
his work! 

The undersigned preaches at two places every Sunday, once or 
twice during the week in the chapels, instructs the catechumens, and 
supervises the teachers and schools. It is a hard task to work in the 
face of strong opposition on the part of Hindus and Mohammedans, 
and it is still harder to be patient with ever-recurring weaknesses of 
our Christians. I know that Rev. Freche’s heart was often near the 
breaking point when one of his converts relapsed. Then there is the 
abject poverty of the people, their nakedness and starvation. What 
are you going to do to help us solve our difficulties? 

The work is hard, but it is also a blessed work, and the under- 
signed has been privileged to experience the power of the Word of 
Life when he baptized converts, comforted the sick, and reproved the 
erring. It is his prayer that God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
may grant him His Holy Spirit for the purpose of making him ever 
more fit and willing to be about the Lord’s business. 

Vaniyambadi, January 22, 1924. J. Harms. 


TRIVANDRUM. 


Travancore, one of the most picturesque portions of India, oc- 
cupies the southern end of the west coast, extending more than 
150 miles northwest of Cape Comorin. Within its area of 7,091 
square miles it offers a remarkable variety of scenery, climate, and 
products. Its coast, lined with hundreds of thousands of cocoa and 
areca palms, the lagoons and rivers, bordered with dense tropical 
jungle, the broad belt farther inland with its unending changes of 
hills and valleys, towering jack-trees, and terraced rice-fields, and the 
hill country, rising to a height of 8,000 feet, contain much that is 
of beauty and of value. Its wide range of elevation and its abundant 
rainfall produce climatic conditions very similar to those of the 
island of Ceylon, where, as the poet has it, “every prospect pleases.” 
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A large portion of the hill country of Travancore is still designated 
on maps as “unexplored territory.” Being inhabited by wild ele- 
phants, tigers, leopards, bears, bison, and various kinds of deer, it is 
a veritable hunters’ paradise. 

The trade is large and increasing. The chief exports are copra, 
coir, and other cocoanut products, peppers, tea, sugar, areca-nuts, 
timber, and hides. Travancore is one of the well-nigh seven hundred 
native states in India ruled by their own native princes and enjoying 
the protection of the British Empire. For this protection Travan- 
core pays Great Britain annually the sum of 80,000 pounds sterling, 
or $320,000. The military establishment consists of 1,360 infantry, 
61 cavalry, and 30 artillery with 6 guns. 

Trivandrum, a city of about 60,000 inhabitants, differs from the 
other towns in the state not only in size, but also as to character. 
Being the capital, it contains a large number of publie buildings, 
some of which are the state headquarters of various government de- 
partments, such as education, police, and public works, while others 
bear witness to the wide range of interest shown by the present rajah 
as well as by predecessors, as the Museum in the Publie Gardens and 
the School of Arts, where pottery and ivory carving are practised 
and taught. 

Our Trivandrum district, of all our mission-fields in India the 
most recently occupied, lies within a square of four hundred square 
miles, with Trivandrum as its southeastern corner. This field differs 
from the older two, the so-called Northern, near Madras, and the 
Nagercoil, with respect to language. While the older two districts are 
in the Tamil country, Trivandrum lies in the Malayalam-language 
area. Malayalam, like Tamil, is one of the Dravidian languages, and 
is said to date from the ninth century A. D. It is the language of the 
Malabar coast, used by about 7,000,000 people. It has one dialect, 
Yerava, spoken in Coorg. It is different from Tamil principally in 
that it has dropped all the personal endings of verbs, and that the 
words borrowed from Sanskrit are particularly numerous. The char- 
acters used in writing Malayalam are quite different from those em- 
ployed in Tamil. The Malayalam alphabet has a far greater wealth 
of symbols for various sounds than the English alphabet, having 
18 vowels and 37 consonants. But these separate vowel and consonant 
signs are not commonly used in written words, for in these the unit 
is the syllable, not the letter. One, two, or still more consonants with 
one vowel usually form a syllable and are written in a single com- 
bination sign indicating in its parts the letters of which it is com- 
posed; and these parts are different from the single letters for which 
they stand. Counting all the single letters and the combinations, ex- 
cept some of the very rare signs, we find that the language has as 
many as 571 letters. The writing runs from left to right, and each 
line comes under the foregoing one, but while usually the letters are 
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Joined together side by side, there are many cases in which as many 
as four letters are written one under the other in combination signs. 

Our mission-work in the Malayalam-language area was first be- 
gun at the request of two men of that country, Arul-Anandam 
(pr. arul-ahnandam, “the high joy of grace”) and Canchanam 
(pr. kahnjanam, “pure gold”), who for several years made frequent 
visits to our missionaries in Nagercoil and begged them to come and 
begin the instruction and take upon themselves the spiritual care of 
several hundred people in the neighborhood of Trivandrum. For 
a time it was impossible for our missionaries to heed the call, as they 
did not have enough men to work their own field as thoroughly as 
they wished. But in January, 1912, when their number had been in- 
creased to five, Rev. H. Nau was sent to begin the work in Trivan- 
drum. He lived in a small rented house in a part of Trivandrum 
called Nandankodu and made almost daily journeys in his little pony- 
cart to four villages twelve to eighteen miles away: Puliyoorkonam, 
Puthukulankara, Kurungalloor, and Kutichel. The two leaders men- 
tioned above were employed to aid in the religious instruction of 
adults and children, and a few men from among the catechumens who 
had learned to read and write were employed as teachers for the little 
parish-schools which were started in all these congregations. Every 
Saturday all the Indian mission-workers would meet at the house in 
Nandankodu for a lesson with Rev. Nau, receiving instruction in the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith, as well as material and special 
practical directions, for their work in the following week. 

In autumn of 1912 Rev. J. Harms entered the work. He began 
to study the language and to familiarize himself with the customs, 
habits, and living conditions of the people among whom he was to 
labor; and three-fourths of a year later, when he was able to take 
part in the village work, two new villages, Kanakodu and Antikonam, 
were added to the other four. While the people in all the churches 
founded so far were of the same caste, Pariahs, a congregation con- 
sisting of people from the Shanar caste (toddy-drawers) was founded 
at Arianadu at about this time. In June, 1913, Rev. F. R. Zucker, 
who had been working in Nagercoil since 1910, among people speak- 
ing Tamil, but had contracted typhoid fever and had just been at 
Kodaikanal to recover his health and strength, was added to the force 
in Trivandrum and, after a few months of study of the language, took 
up work in two near villages, Chullimanoor and Chalaikonam, and 
soon after also in Puthukulankara. 

Rev. O. A. Ehlers entered the work in November, 1913, and when 
he had mastered the language sufficiently, he undertook the care of 
two new villages, Timarichel and Madattikonam. In May, 1914, 
Rev. Nau left the field, going on home furlough, whereupon the work 
was redistributed among the remaining three men. A few months 
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before that the mission compound had been bought, and Rev. Nau had 
finished building the bungalow that he hoped to live in after his 
return from home-leave in autumn, 1915; but, unfortunately, in con- 
sequence of the war in Europe, he has not been able to return. 
Rev. Harms left in January, 1918; he, too, unfortunately, could not 
return from furlough until three years later. 

Rev. O. Ehlers returned home on furlough in 1922 and has since 
resigned. In 1921 our missionary forces in India were augmented 
considerably, and Trivandrum benefited as well as the other fields. 
At present the following missionaries are stationed in or near Tri- 
vandrum: Revs. A. Fritze, R. Jank, P. Kauffeld, G. Oberheu, and 
F. R. Zucker. 

In 1915 a boarding establishment and lower and higher grade 
elementary (or vernacular) school was started, and both were de- 
veloped from year to year, the boarding establishment to a capacity 
of about forty boys with two permanent buildings, and the lower 
grade vernacular school — first to seventh class — with some 120 
pupils. Later on a girls’ boarding-school was added to our establish- 
ment. With the beginning of the work at Konni a new caste was 
added to our Lutheran community, these people being from the caste 
called Puleyar. The unification of these various peoples of Pariah, 
Shanar, and Puleyar origin, doubtless originally belonging to so many 
different races, into one Christian brotherhood is the interesting and 
difficult task confronting the people of this district. The accomplish- 
ment of this purpose will be strong proof of the regenerating power 
of the Gospel. 

Of late, plans have been made to invade the territory of still 
another tribe, the Vedas, who live in jungles quite remote from the 
highways of travel and commerce. 

The number of stations or villages in the Trivandrum region 
where work is being done by us at present is 22. The following 
statistics may be of interest: In the boys’ boarding-school there are 
38 inmates; in the girls’ boarding school, 10; the total number of 
pupils in our schools is 690. The number of souls in our charge is 
2,333; of catechumens, 1,220; of baptized Christians, 671. 

In order that we may realize something of the wonderful power 
of the Word of God, let us see what it has already done for the people 
of this our youngest district. Much of what is said will, of course, 
be applicable to the people of our other districts as well. The great 
majority of the people gained so far in our Trivandrum field, being 
so-called “low-caste” people, were not permitted to join the people of 
higher castes even in worshiping the same gods, the traditional gods 
of Hinduism, but had to content themselves with devils as their gods. 
Unlike the Hindus proper, these low-caste men and women did not 
believe in the doctrine of the transmigration of the soul, but held 
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that the soul of every human being which dies is changed into 
a demon, or devil, who hovers about the living and exerts his in- 
fluence, mostly evil, in many ways, such as bringing on disease and 
epidemics, persecuting and killing his victims. The foundation of 
their religion and the mainspring of all their efforts put forth in 
ceremonies and offerings was fear. They believed that the spirits of 
people who have died a violent death are particularly dangerous. 
When a theft or any other crime had been committed, but the guilty 
person was not known, a devil-dance was often arranged for the pur- 
pose of finding out the culprit. The devil-dancer in his weird cos- 
tume sacrificed a fowl, drank a little of its blood and more than 
a little of palm-wine, and began to dance. His movements, at first 
only a slight tremor, gradually rose to wild contortions, and the whole 
village, gathered about him, supposed that the devil he called had 
entered and taken possession of him. What he said now was believed 
to be the revelation of the devil. Suddenly he would call upon some 
person in the circle about him to confess the crime, which that person 
usually did. The devil-dancer had, of course, been informed about 
any suspicious circumstances connected with the crime and watched 
the expression of the faces about him as the dance went on, and on 
the degrees of composure or anxiety betrayed by the suspects he based 
a guess as to the guilty one. The devil-dancer had a large stock of 
paraphernalia, things he used to discover unknown facts, to injure 
enemies, and to protect paying patrons. 

Most of our converts had never had an opportunity to learn to 
read and write. Naturally they knew very little outside the bound- 
aries of their own village life in rice-field and jungle. But most of 
them do not impress one as incapable of learning anything. Their 
ignorance and superstition seem to be altogether due to isolation and 
powerful, stupid customs. Their original occupations are few and 
simple, viz., agriculture in wet and dry soil and mat-weaving. Both 
men and women were employed in the rice-fields of the Sudras (higher 
castes) as day-laborers, a man earning a daily wage of about ten cents 
and a woman six cents. And in the agricultural slack season the men 
— this applies to those of Pariah descent only — would go to the hills 
and cut reeds, which the women then split and weave into baskets, 
mats, and winnowing-fans. 

Largely, perhaps, as a consequence of this poverty they were 
poorly nourished, not strong, not very cleanly, and they easily fell 
a prey to the frequent epidemic diseases, such as cholera and small- 
pox. For recovery from all diseases, from colds to leprosy, they used 
to depend on amulets and medicines concocted out of various roots 
and herbs by illiterate native quacks. 

But for a great many of the people in the congregations round 
about Trivandrum such a description, quite correct ten years ago, 
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would no longer be true in most respects. In many cases, not only of 
men or of boys in the higher classes of our school, but also of illiterate 
women in the villages, I have been surprised to find that they have 
acquired a great amount of knowledge and a sound understanding of 
Christian doctrine. They gave up their devil-dances together with 
the related practises of witcheraft and sorcery, learned to believe in, 
and pray to, the living God, and confessed their faith, not only with 
their lips, but with their lives as well. If we had more space, we 
might tell the touching story of blind Johannan, intelligent and 
ambitious to learn in spite of his handicap, eagerly teaching seeing 
children the Catechism and Bible-stories, and dying a triumphant 
death in the influenza epidemic. He is still spoken of as a model 
Christian by men twice and three times his age. Or we might tell 
of the self-sacrificing care given to the sick in those trying times. 
The missionary work in this field has resulted in many by-products, 
which, while not on a level with our main purpose, are nevertheless 
gratifying. The disagreeable uncleanliness is gradually disappear- 
ing, throughout the congregations the people take on a cleaner and 
more respectable appearance; the boarding-school boys take their 
daily bath — not under compulsion, but they have formed the habit — 
and wash their clothes at least once a week. The general health of 
the people is much improved. They rise in an economic way; many 
of our families have acquired a small plot of ground and work more 
regularly. Almost all children, not only boys, but girls as well, now 
get at least an elementary education. The people wear more clothes, 
little children, too, are dressed, and the clothes of the women now are 
modest and sufficient. In times of disease and epidemic the people 
now almost invariably take medicine, and do so intelligently; and 
when surgical operations are necessary, they submit themselves to 
such treatment and save themselves much unnecessary suffering. 
They have consented to some very necessary changes in their mar- 
riage customs, and family life among them has become decidedly 
more Christian and happier for all concerned. 

Thus changes for the better are numerous and unmistakable and 
gratifying. But we are still far from having reached our goal. While 
the few thousand people who have profited by our work are still 
urgently in need of guidance and sympathetic care, there are so 
many, many thousands who have not yet seen the light. We must 
implore all our friends at home not to relax their efforts in behalf 
of our work or grow weary in well-doing, but to redouble their efforts 
and enlist new friends for the cause, so that there may be a growing 
circle of friends with growing knowledge and growing faith and grow- 
ing love to support our growing mission-fields not only with their 
contributions, but with their fervent, effectual prayer as well. 


Trivandrum, South India. F. R. Zucker. 


